
The Palestinians are mainly to blame for the failure of the 
Peace Process  

 
Yes	
	
1. The Peace Process has failed because of Yasser Arafat’s intransigence. At the Camp David 

summit in 2000 Israeli PM Ehud Barak offered the Palestinians control of more than 80% of 
the West Bank and all of Gaza, but still Yasser Arafat refused to make peace. He was the last 
leader to have the authority to be able to sell a peace deal and the necessary concessions to 
the Palestinians    

 
2. Peace process has failed because Israel has no partner for peace after the split between Fatah 

(West Bank) and Hamas (Gaza) in 2006.  Mahmoud Abbas who succeeded Arafat is too weak 
to make a peace. He personally lacks democratic legitimacy since there have been no new 
elections for President since 2006, and the Palestinian Authority, which runs local services in 
the West Bank has, through corruption and cronyism, lost the respect of many ordinary 
Palestinians.  
 

3. The Peace Process has failed because Palestinian society as a whole has been unwilling to 
accept the realities of its losses. Even though it’s over fifty years since their defeat in 1967, 
and over seventy years since their defeat in 1948, many Palestinians, both young and old, 
believe that Israel is only a temporary phenomenon and that if they show ‘sumud’ i.e 
steadfastness, time is on their side and eventually they can have the whole land back. 

 
4. The Peace Process has failed because Palestinians have never fully given up the use of 

violence to achieve their goals. The First Intifada In 1987-88 and the Second Intifada in 2000-
2005 were suppressed, but the electoral victory of Hamas a radical Islamic terror group 
committed to the destruction of Israel in 2006 elections in both the West Bank and Gaza, 
showed a continuing support of armed resistance. After Hamas seized control of Gaza, there 
have been frequent rocket attacks on Israel and this has caused Israeli voters to chose leaders 
who prioritise security over peace.   

 
5. The Peace Process has failed because the Palestinian leadership has been unable to keep the 

support of the major neighboring Arab powers, Egypt and Jordan. In Gaza, the ruling party 
Hamas, alienated the traditional military elite which controls Egypt by allying with their 
deadly rivals, the Muslim Brotherhood who briefly held power in Egypt in 2012. On the West 
Bank, the relationship between Fatah and Jordanian Government has always been strained 
by the presence in Jordan of over two million Palestinian refugees whose hostility to Israel 
causes political and security problems for the fragile Jordanian monarchy.  

	
	
	



 



Poster produced by the Palestinian armed group Al-
Asifah in 1993. Translation: ‘The sixth 

anniversary of the launching of the Palestinian 
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