
Digital Debate Forum  

Debate Ques*on: Should the Bri*sh Government be blamed or 
praised for the Balfour Declara*on? 

Prep materials: 
• Videos: the history of the Israel-Pales*ne conflict in nine chapters:  
    hCps://www.parallelhistories.org.uk/teachingisraelpales*neconflict 
• The Complete History of the Israel-Pales*ne conflict:  
    hCps://me.touchcast.com/s/qlxrnlfz86 
• Video: Should the Bri*sh Government be blamed or praised for the Balfour Declara*on? 

hCps://me.touchcast.com/s/43l8vmtqao 
• Sources: All the sources are included below 

The debate: 
• Each student prepares a 1-2 minute speech arguing for their side of the debate. Each 

student must use at least one piece of source evidence 
• Students will speak alterna*ve between the two teams 
• The 4th speaker on each team will then sum up 

Judging: 
• Teachers will provide feedback at the end of each debate for all the speakers 
• Feedback will focus on content, especially cri*cal evalua*on of sources, and 

presenta4on 

Tips: 
• Plan your speech as bullet points rather than a wriCen text. Then you can speak 

engagingly to the camera rather than reading out 
• Think about how you can add sources to make your argument more persuasive 
• Think about how you can use your tone of voice to make your argument more 

persuasive 
• Think about the context and content for the source you are talking about. For example, 

why has the author wriCen this text or produced this poster? Can those reasons 
strengthen your argument?  
 

https://www.parallelhistories.org.uk/teachingisraelpalestineconflict
https://me.touchcast.com/s/qlxrnlfz86
https://me.touchcast.com/s/43l8vmtqao




The Balfour Declaration 



Source:	Wikipedia



Pales&ne is our unforge/able historic homeland...The Jews 
who will it shall achieve their State. We shall live at last as 
free men on our own soil, and in our own homes peacefully 
die. The world will be liberated by our freedom, enriched by 
our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatever we 
a/empt there for our own benefit will redound migh&ly and 
beneficially to the good of all mankind. 

An extract of “The Jewish State” wri5en in 1896 by the Jewish 
journalist Theodor Herzl



 

Photo	of	a	Jewish	wedding	in	Pales1ne,	1899

Source:	Universal	History	Archive



Demonstration against Jewish immigration 

Source:	Wikipedia



 

Source:	Alamy



 

Source:	jewishcurrents.org

http://jewishcurrents.org
http://jewishcurrents.org












The Balfour Declaration 



A protest by Pales.nians in 1929 in Jaffa. The sign reads “Down with Balfour Declara.on”



 

Joshua Hillis
Source: Wikipedia



This map was produced in at the beginning of the 20th century. 
‘Mohammedan’ is an old English term for Muslim



Letter from Henry McMahon, British High 
Commissioner to Egypt, to Sharif Hussein of 

Mecca 



 





This poster was printed in 1917 in Canada to recruit soldiers for 
a Jewish regiment



 



This cartoon is taken from a Pales2nian newspaper in 1936. The 
central figure is Lord Balfour and the cartoon presents the 
consequences of the Balfour Declara2on, as perceived by 

Pales2nians. 



Map of the Sykes-Picot Agreement between 
Britain and France, 1916 



Woodrow Wilson was US President 1913-1921 

Joshua Hillis
This quote is taken from Woodrow Wilson’s speech on 8 January 1918 to the US Congress. In this speech, Wilson set out his 14 points for peace


