
Overview debate:  
Jewish/Israeli 
 

Who has the stronger right to the land between the Mediterranean 

Sea and the Jordan River? 

 

The Jews have the stronger right: 

 

1. This land is the ancient homeland of the Jews as promised by 
God in the Bible 
 

2. The British government promised the land to the Jews in 1917 
and this was later endorsed by the League of Nations 
 

3. Jews needed a place of safety after centuries of persecution in 
Russia and Europe culminating in the Holocaust 
 

4. The new state of Israel which had been recognised by the 
United Nations had to establish defensible borders because it 
was surrounded by Arab enemies 

 

5. Even today a major Palestinian group called Hamas is 
committed to the destruction of Israel 
 

6. Israel has been prepared to offer land for peace, but the 
Palestinians have never kept their side of the bargain 
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The Biblical Land of Israel 
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The Pale of Settlement in Russia 
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The First Zionist Congress in Basel in 1897 
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The Balfour Declaration 
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Poster advertising a public meeting in London protesting Jewish immigration caused by pogroms 

in Russia 
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Storm Troopers (SA), block the entrance to a Jewish-owned shop. One of the signs says: 

"Germans! Defend yourselves! Don't buy from Jews!" Berlin, Germany, April 1, 1933. - United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
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Arab attacks during the War of Independence, Department of History, U.S. Military Academy 
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Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty – Sadat, Carter and Begin in 1978 
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The Covenant of the Hamas 1988 – main points, published on webpage for Israel’s Foreign Ministry 
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Reduction in terror attacks after the construction of the Security Fence begins 
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Who has the stronger right to the land between the Mediterranean 

Sea and the Jordan River? 

 
The Arabs have the stronger right: 
 
 

1. Arabs, whether Christian or Muslim, have been in a majority 
in this land for nearly 2000 years 
 

2. The British and French governments promised Arabs their 
own state in what was known as Palestine in 1917 
 

3. The persecution of Jews was by Christians in the West, but 
western countries refused entry to Jewish refugees and 
instead made this a problem for Palestinians 
 

4. Israel used its superior armed forces to drive Palestinians 
from their ancient homelands and created 700,00 refugees 
 

5. Israel continues to use its military might to oppress the 
civilian populations living under Occupation 
 

6. Israel was never sincere about allowing Palestinians a state 
of their own. For decades it has ignored international law 
and its own promises and taken more land from Palestinians 
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Arab Conquests 
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The Walls of Jerusalem built by Suleiman the Magnificent in 1535 
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The third most holy site in Islam, 

Muslims believe that the Prophet 

Mohammad was transported 

from Mecca to this site during his 

Night Journey recorded in the 

Qur’an. 

Muslims believe that the 

Prophet  Mohammed ascended 

to Heaven on this site. 
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Population Growth 
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Palestinians leaving the Galilee during the Nakba, Oct-Nov 1948, The Birth of the Palestinian 

Refugee Problem by Benny Morris, Cambridge University Press 1989. 
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Faris Odeh aged 15 was killed by Israeli forces Nov 8th 2000 – photo by Imad Eid for Associated 

Press 
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Rabin, Clinton and Arafat, signing the Oslo Accords in 1998, official White House photograph 
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Poster criticising impact of settlements on peace 
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Watchtower on the Separation Wall overlooking Bethlehem 
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Poster created in 2013, Palestine Awareness Coalition (Canada) 


