
 
 

Was Éamon de Valera a Great Leader? 

Yes, de Valera was a Great Leader 

 

1. He dedicated himself to Irish independence.  

Source 1 

 

https://exhibitions.lib.udel.edu/easter1916/home/war-of-independence/de-valera/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://exhibitions.lib.udel.edu/easter1916/home/war-of-independence/de-valera/


 
Source 2 

 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/theirishrevolution/collections/mapping-the-irish-revolution/de-valeras-

american-tour-1919-20/  

 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/theirishrevolution/collections/mapping-the-irish-revolution/de-valeras-american-tour-1919-20/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/theirishrevolution/collections/mapping-the-irish-revolution/de-valeras-american-tour-1919-20/


 
 

2. He was a masterful statesman.  

Source 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://rgshistory.com/2019/10/11/ireland-part-three-ourselves-alone-eamon-de-valera-and-the-arrows-of-adversity/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://rgshistory.com/2019/10/11/ireland-part-three-ourselves-alone-eamon-de-valera-and-the-arrows-of-adversity/


 
 
 
 
Source 4 

 
The aim of our policy, I said, would to keep our people out of the war…Certain 
newspapers have been very persistent in looking for my answer to Mr. Churchill's 
recent broadcast. I know the kind of answer I am expected to make…I know the 
reply I would have given a quarter of a century ago. But I have deliberately decided 
that that is not the reply I shall make tonight. I shall strive not to be guilty of adding 
any fuel to the flames of hatred and passion which, if continued to be fed, promise 
to burn up whatever is left by the war of decent human feeling in Europe…Mr. 
Churchill is proud of Britain's stand alone, after France had fallen and before 
America entered the War. Could he not find in his heart the generosity to 
acknowledge that there is a small nation that stood alone not for one year or two, 
but for several hundred years against aggression…Mr. Churchill is justly proud of 
his nation's perseverance against heavy odds. But we in this island are still prouder 
of our people's perseverance for freedom through all the centuries 
 
De Valera’s response to Winston Churchill’s public criticism of Ireland’s policy of neutrality during World 
War II, broadcast on 16 May 1945. This speech was very popular in Ireland.  
 
https://www.rte.ie/archives/exhibitions/eamon-de-valera/719137-de-valera-response-to-churchill/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rte.ie/archives/exhibitions/eamon-de-valera/719137-de-valera-response-to-churchill/


 
 

 

 

3. In the Civil War, he backed real independence rather than a compromise with the 

United Kingdom.  

Source 5 

 

https://ifiarchiveplayer.ie/the-irreconcilable-mr-de-valera/  

 

https://ifiarchiveplayer.ie/the-irreconcilable-mr-de-valera/


 
Source 6 

 

 

https://www.americamagazine.org/sites/default/files/attachments/devalera.pdf  

https://www.americamagazine.org/sites/default/files/attachments/devalera.pdf


 
4. He ensured that Ireland secured not only political independence, but safeguarded 

its distinctive culture from British influence 

Source 7 

 

Extract from the website commemorating the 100th anniversary of Dáil Éireann 

https://www.dail100.ie/en/long-reads/the-irish-language-in-the-oireachtas/  

Source 8 

 

https://athenry.org/record/the-conradh-na-gaeilge-oireachtas-in-galway-in-1913-and-published-here-thanks-to-the-galwayadvisor-201/  

https://www.dail100.ie/en/long-reads/the-irish-language-in-the-oireachtas/
https://athenry.org/record/the-conradh-na-gaeilge-oireachtas-in-galway-in-1913-and-published-here-thanks-to-the-galwayadvisor-201/


 
 

5. He kept the young, new country of Ireland together without resorting to 

dictatorship  
 

Source 9 

 
https://www.macgillsummerschool.com/our-society-needs-fundamental-political-reforms/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.macgillsummerschool.com/our-society-needs-fundamental-political-reforms/


 
 

 

 

 

Source 10 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/de-valera-s-1937-constitution-successfully-stood-test-of-time-1.995155  

 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/de-valera-s-1937-constitution-successfully-stood-test-of-time-1.995155


 
 

 

Was Éamon de Valera a Great Leader? 

 

No, De Valera was not a Great Leader 

 

1. He caused the Irish Civil War 

Source 1 

 

https://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/introducing-ireland-1922-independence-partition-civil-war  

https://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/introducing-ireland-1922-independence-partition-civil-war


 
 

 

 

Source 2 

 

http://www.generalmichaelcollins.com/on-line-books/michael-collins-own-story-index/chapter-15-the-treaty-negotiations/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.generalmichaelcollins.com/on-line-books/michael-collins-own-story-index/chapter-15-the-treaty-negotiations/


 
 

2. Ambivalence towards the Nazis 

Source 3 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_neutrality_during_World_War_II  

 

Source 4 

 

https://winstonchurchill.org/publications/finest-hour/finest-hour-145/churchill-proceedings-that-neutral-island/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_neutrality_during_World_War_II
https://winstonchurchill.org/publications/finest-hour/finest-hour-145/churchill-proceedings-that-neutral-island/


 
 

3. His economic policies failed. 

 

Source 5 

 
https://www.difp.ie/volume-8/1947/memorandum-by-the-department-of-external-affairs-for-eamon-de-valera/4561/  

 

 

Source 6 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Irish_trade_war  

https://www.difp.ie/volume-8/1947/memorandum-by-the-department-of-external-affairs-for-eamon-de-valera/4561/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Irish_trade_war


 
4. He turned Ireland into a Catholic theocracy. 

Source 7 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/grace-margins/when-dublin-francis-should-apologize-magdalene-laundries-too  

 

Source 8 

 

https://www.irishamerica.com/2020/07/devil-women-how-the-church-wrote-the-irish-constitution/  

https://www.ncronline.org/news/grace-margins/when-dublin-francis-should-apologize-magdalene-laundries-too
https://www.irishamerica.com/2020/07/devil-women-how-the-church-wrote-the-irish-constitution/


 
 

5. He used force against other Irish Republicans to maintain his power. 

Source 9 

 



 
https://anphoblacht.com/contents/25940  

Source 10 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-12848272  

https://anphoblacht.com/contents/25940
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-12848272

