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The contested histories of the battle for freedom in the USA



E U R O P E A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E

America’s birth liberated the
people from British imperial
tyranny 

Source 1: The US Declaration of Independence, July 4th 1776



Source 2: Engraving by Paul Revere titled “The Bloody
Massacre Perpetrated in King Street, Boston on March 5,
1770."

America’s birth liberated the
people from British imperial
tyranny 

E U R O P E A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661777/


Slavery denied freedom to African
Americans

Source 3:  A white man is hitting a black slave with a paddle.
The slave is tied by his wrists to the branch of a tree. Two other
white men are attacking slaves with whips.

 Engraving from the anti-slavery book “The suppressed book
about slavery!” by Van Ingen Snyder, 1864
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Source 4: Trajectory of the Slave Population in the U.S. from
1790 until 1860. Data from the U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970,
1975 
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The Civil War was
formative for freedom in
the US

Source 5: President Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, Nov. 19th 1863



Source 6:  Party representation in the House of Representatives in
1863-5. Note that the 1862-3 election to the House of Representatives
was held during the war among only the Northern states. Despite this,
Abraham Lincoln (Republican) still struggled to pass laws due to his
party’s small majority in the House
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African Americans led the
movement against slavery
before and after the Civil War

Source 7: "Routes of the Underground Railroad." Whole map of
the underground railroad used by free Africans such as Harriet
Tubman. The Underground Railroad was not an actual railroad, but
a network of secret routes and safe houses used by black slaves in
the United States to escape to free states and Canada, published
in 1898
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African Americans led the
movement against slavery
before and after the Civil War

Source 8: Discovery of Nat Turner: wood engraving illustrating Benjamin
Phipps's capture of slave rebellion leader Nat Turner on October 30, 1831
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The US protected freedom
at home and abroad 

Source 9: Plaque inside the base of the Statue of Liberty with the
sonnet "The New Colossus" by Emma Lazarus. 1 January 1903



The US protected freedom
at home and abroad 

Source 10: Promotion for Liberty Bonds, by the Liberty Loan
Committee, titled “Europe’s Future Map,” 1917
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African Americans fought
institutions dominated by
White Supremacists

Source 11: An
anti-lynching
poster by the
NAACP
(National
Association for
the
Advancement of
Colored People),
1 January 1926
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A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E

Source 12: Speech by African American Civil Rights activist and one of
the founders of the NAACP, Ida Wells, entitled “Lynching, Our National
Crime”, 1909
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institutions dominated by
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Source 13: Camps for Unemployed Women set up by the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration, Maine, July 1934

The US responded to
economic turmoil with
aid, to ensure freedom
from want
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Source 14: The Four Freedoms Speech given by President
Roosevelt, January 6, 1941
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African Americans fought for
the US in WWII, but were
still denied basic freedoms

Source 15: Photograph circulated by the NAACP after three of their
youth members beaten by Detroit police officers, 1960
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Source 16: Example of the Highways developed by the New Deal,
which lasted from 1933 to 1938
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Source 17: Worker in West Germany in front of a billboard about
the Marshall Plan, 1949

The US protected freedom
from the ideological threat
of Communism

E U R O P E A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E



Source 18: Political cartoon about Stalin’s
failure to stop the Berlin Airlift, by British
cartoonist Ernest Howard Shepard, 14 July 1948

The US protected freedom
from the ideological threat
of Communism
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African Americans
generated the momentum
for reform through peaceful
means

Source 19:

Photograph
showing the
estimated
250,000
people during
the March on
Washington
where Martin
Luther King
delivered his
famous ‘I
Have a
Dream’
speech, 1963
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African Americans
generated the momentum
for reform through peaceful
means

Source 20: Page
11 of the landmark
Supreme Court
decision in Brown
v. Board of
Education of
Topeka, which
states that the
doctrine of
"separate but
equal" has no place
in public education
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Source 21: Map of World Human Rights rankings taken from
across freedom measures. 1 is the highest level of freedom and is
represented by the darkest blue

Today, the US continues
to fight for freedom at
home and abroad
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E U R O P E A N  A M E R I C A N
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Source 22: Extract from the Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and
Amendments Act 2006, passed under Republican President George W.
Bush
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African Americans have
won many freedoms, but
more needs to be done

Source 23: Obama takes the oath of office at the Capitol,
January 20, 2009
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African Americans
generated the momentum
for reform through peaceful
means

Source 24: Amnesty International statistics on police killings
in the US, based on the 2020 US census
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