
CONFLICT BETWEEN
HINDUS AND MUSLIMS
The Historical Causes of Conflict between

Hindus and Muslims
WHAT ARE THE HISTORICAL CAUSES OF CONFLICT BETWEEN

HINDUS AND MUSLIMS FROM INDIA AND PAKISTAN?



Partition was imposed by the
British and damaged Hindu-
Muslim relations

Source 1:

Aftermath of a
Muslim attack
 on a Hindu
temple. From
the collection
‘Rape of
Rawalpindi‘ by
Dr. Kirpal Singh 

H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 2: Oral historical account from an interview with Arghwani
Begum in 2015. She was 25 years old and living in Delhi at the time of
Partition. She was the mother of two children and pregnant 

Partition was imposed by the
British and damaged Hindu-
Muslim relations



Partition left deep scars and
wrongly gave Kashmir to India

Source 3: Extract from a Pakistani textbook for Year 9 students,
published in 2020

M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 4: Extract from a 2017 interview as part of the Partition
Voices project, led by BBC journalist Kavita Puri

Partition left deep scars and
wrongly gave Kashmir to India

M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E



Modern India is secular and
contains many religious
minorities
Source 5: A religious map of India published by French newspaper
Le Monde Diplomatique in July 2019, based on data from the 2011
Indian census

H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 6: Extract from the Indian constitution, adopted in 1949 

Modern India is secular and
contains many religious
minorities



India is an authoritarian Hindu
state 

Source 7: India’s freedom ratings from 2018 to 2022, produced by
Freedom House

M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E



M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 8: Extract from the article ‘Hijab ban in India Sparks Outrage,
Protests’, Human Rights Watch, 9 February 2022

India is an authoritarian Hindu
state 



India gave self-government
to Muslim-majority Kashmir 

Source 9: A movie trailer for 2022 Bollywood film ‘The Kashmir
Files’, showing the Indian view on Kashmir, with peaceful Kashmiri
Hindus or ‘Pandits’ being driven out by Muslim Kashmiri fighters 

H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 10: Extract from the article ‘Jammu and Kashmir gets 10%
of Central funds with only 1% of population’, in Indian newspaper
The Hindu, 24 July 2016 

India gave self-government
to Muslim-majority Kashmir 



M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E

India has never allowed
Kashmir to decide its own
future

Source 11: Extract from an article by Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan for the New York Times, 30 August 2019



M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 12: Extract from ‘India accused the BBC and Reuters of lying
about large-scale protests in Kashmir, even though they were
recorded on video’, Business Insider, 12 August 2019

India has never allowed
Kashmir to decide its own
future



Source 13:
Results from the
Spring 2013
Global Attitudes
survey about the
% of country’s
populations who
say that Islamic
extremist groups
are a ‘major
threat’ to their
country

Islamism has radicalised
some Indian Muslims
against India

H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 14: Kashmiri protestors hold Islamic State (IS) flags during a
protest in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, India, 26 December 2015

Islamism has radicalised
some Indian Muslims
against India

H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 15: Extract from ‘Why India man was lynched over beef
rumours’ BBC News, 1 October 2015 

India violently attacks
Muslims



Source 16: The demolition of Muslim homes in Madhya Pradesh,
India by state authorities after there was some communal violence
during a Hindu holiday, April 2022

India violently attacks
Muslims

M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E



H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 17: Extract from the article “Pakistani intelligence services
‘aided Mumbai terror attacks’” in The Guardian, 18 October 2010

Pakistan stokes Muslim
discontent in India 



H I N D U / I N D I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 18: Extract from the article ‘Pakistan keeps making bad
decisions with India. Its insecurity is hurting peace’, from Indian
online newspaper The Print, 3 April 2021

Pakistan stokes Muslim
discontent in India 



M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 19: Extract from a report published in 2022 by the Observer
Research Foundation, a thinktank based in India

India has always tried to
weaken Pakistan and
Muslims 



Source 20: Quotes about India’s involvement in the Pakistani Civil
War of 1971, which resulted in East Pakistan becoming the
independent country of Bangladesh, published in ‘Dead Reckoning:
Memories of the 1971 Bangladesh War‘ by Bose Sarmila, 2011

India has always tried to
weaken Pakistan and
Muslims 

M U S L I M / P A K I S T A N I
P E R S P E C T I V E


