
 FIDEL CASTRO

WAS FIDEL CASTRO A GREAT LEADER?

YES NO



YES

He deposed Batista’s corrupt
regime

Source 1: Slum (bohio) dwellings outside Havana baseball
stadium, a large casino sign in the background, 1954 

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 2: U.S. President John F. Kennedy in an interview with with
the editor of the Socialist newsweekly L’Observateur, 24 October
1963

He deposed Batista’s corrupt
regime

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



He ran an oppressive,
authoritarian regime

Source 3:  Extract from an article by Amnesty International
‘Six Facts about Censorship in Cuba’, 11 March 2016

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

1. Freedom of expression can land you in jail in
Cuba. 

Graffiti artist Danilo Maldonado Machado,
known as "El Sexto", found this out when he
was locked up for most of 2015 for painting the
names of Raul and Fidel — the names of the
Castro brothers who have been in power since
1959 — on the backs of two live pigs. He had
planned to release the animals as part of an
artistic performance but, before he could, he
was accused of desacato (contempt) and
thrown in prison for 10 months. He was never
formally charged or brought before a judge. 



NO

Source 4: A mock Cuban
prison cell used to
imprison political
dissidents. The cell was
based on a description by
jailed dissident Oscar
Elias Biscet 

He ran an oppressive,
authoritarian regime

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

The US embargo
prevented greater
economic growth

Source 5: Extract from Amnesty International report ‘’Cuba: The
US embargo against Cuba: Its impact on economic and social
rights’, 2009

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 6:  Political cartoon by Brazilian artist Carlos Latuff
about the US embargo of Cuba, 2007

YES

The US embargo
prevented greater
economic growth

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He destroyed Cuba’s
economy

Source 7: Crumbling buildings and an old car in modern day
Havana

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He destroyed Cuba’s
economy

Source 8: Graph of Cuban GDP from 1959 to 2015 compared to other Latin
American countries

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



His government put the
needs of ordinary Cubans
first

Source 9: Extract from ‘Fidel: A Biography of Fidel Castro’, by P. G.
Bourne, 1986 

YES

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R

The accomplishments of the Cuban social
programs are laudable and impressive. In thirty
months, Fidel opened more classrooms than his
predecessors had in thirty years...Six hundred
miles of rural roads were built in the first six
months of the revolution, water and sanitation
schemes costing $300 million were launched in
the rural areas, and housing for the peasant
population was constructed at a rate of over eight
hundred per month. Children's nurseries and day-
care centers were put up, as well as institutions
for the handicapped and homes for the aged. The
old mental hospital in Havana, a monument to
inhumanity in the Batista era, was renovated,
restaffed, and turned into a model institution equal
to any in the world...



YES

His government put the
needs of ordinary Cubans
first

Source 10: Graph of international life expectancies versus government
money spent on healthcare 

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

His policies drove massive
emigration

Source 11: Extract from the website of ‘Florida Memory’, the
State Library and Archives of Florida, 2022 

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 12: Graph of the number of Cuban refuges arriving in Florida
every year

His policies drove massive
emigration

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 13: Extract from an article titled "How Fidel Castro changed
Cuba: a small island at the centre of the world", by Meryn Bain, The
Conversation, 26 November 2016 

YES

Cuba punched above its
weight internationally

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 14: Statue of Fidel Castro in South Africa, unveiled in 2017

YES

Cuba punched above its
weight internationally

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He brought the world to the
brink of nuclear war

Source 15: Extract from the article “Castro’s Defining Crisis”, J.L.
Anderson, New Yorker magazine, 16 October 2012

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 16: Cartoon by Estonian-American cartoonist
Edmund S. Valtman, in US newspaper The Hartford
Times, 30 October 1962

NO

He brought the world to the
brink of nuclear war

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 17: Extract from an NBC [US television network] news
article ‘Fidel Castro: The CIA's 7 Most Bizarre Assassination
Attempts’, published soon after Castro’s death, in November 2016

He repelled numerous
American attempts to
depose him

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 18: Billboard in Cuba that reads “Giron [a beach in the Bay
of Pigs] the First Big Defeat of Yankee Imperialism in Latin
America” 

He repelled numerous
American attempts to
depose him

Y E S ,  C A S T R O  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He brutally oppressed
homosexuals

Source 19: Photo of homosexuals in an UMAP (a military
labour camp), during a session of hormone therapy, 1967

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He brutally oppressed
homosexuals

Source 20: Extract from ‘Homosexuality, Homophobia, and
Revolution: Notes toward an Understanding of the Cuban Lesbian
and Gay Male Experience, Part I’ by Lourdes Arguelles and B. Ruby
Rich, 1984

N O ,  C A S T R O  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R


