
MARGARET
THATCHER

WAS MARGARET THATCHER A GREAT LEADER?

YES NO
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YES

She transformed the UK’s
economy for the better

Source 1: Extract from ‘Why Privatisation has been a success
story’, The Independent, by Jeremy Warner, 4 January 1997 

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R
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Source 2: Graph of GDP growth per year, from ‘The Thatcher
Years in Statistics’, BBC News, 9 April 2013

She transformed the UK’s
economy for the better

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

YES
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Her economic reforms devastated
many parts of the UK

Source 3:  Map of
major industrial job
losses across Britain
since 1980s

N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO
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N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

Source 4: Extract from ‘Rising inequality linked to drop in union
membership’, by T. Helm, The Guardian, 10 June 2018

Her economic reforms devastated
many parts of the UK
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She broke the trade
unions who held back the
UK’s economy 

YES

Source 5: Extract from ‘HOW THATCHER BROKE THE
MINERS' STRIKE BUT AT WHAT COST?’, History.co.uk, by
Jeremy Warner, 4 January 1997 

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R
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Source 6:  Article covering the miners’ strike from
The Sun newspaper, 13 March 1984

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

YES

She broke the trade
unions who held back the
UK’s economy 
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N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

She sold off the UK’s national
assets and infrastructure 

Source 7: Extract from an article in The Guardian about the
privatisation of water, 30 November 2022
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N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

She sold off the UK’s national
assets and infrastructure 

Source 8: Graph showing the nationality of the ownership of England’s water
supply in 2022
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She won the Falklands
War and the Cold War

Source 9: Cartoon from Punch Magazine depicting Thatcher and
Reagan against Soviet leader Yuri Andropov, 9 June 1982

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

YES
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YES

She won the Falklands
War and the Cold War

Source 10: Extract from Margaret Thatcher's memoirs, ‘The Downing
Street Years’, 1993 

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R
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She made the tense situation
in Northern Ireland worse

Source 11: Graffiti quoting Thatcher’s comments on IRA hunger
striker Bobby Sands in Belfast, 2013

N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO
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N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

Source 12: Extract from ‘Margaret Thatcher was the 'quintessential
hate figure', says Mary Lou McDonald’, BBC News, 28 December 2018

She made the tense situation
in Northern Ireland worse
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She secured concessions
from the European Union

Source 13: Cartoon highlighting Thatcher’s success in securing the
rebate for the UK, from French newspaper Le Monde, June 1984

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

YES
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Source 14: Thatcher at the Press Conference after Dublin
European Council, 29 November 1979

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

YES

She secured concessions
from the European Union

“One of the difficulties here has
been to get clear the nature of
the problem. We are not asking
for a penny piece of [European]
Community money for Britain,
what we are asking is for a very
large amount of our own money
back”
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Her policies were racist and
homophobic

Source 15: Extract from ‘We must acknowledge the legacy of the
Brixton Riots’ by Siddy Shivdasani, in London newspaper The
Metro, 10 April 2021

N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

At the beginning of April, ‘Operation
Swamp 81’ was launched in Brixton after
Thatcher said the country ‘might be
rather swamped by people with a
different culture’...Brian Paddick...was
serving as a sergeant in Brixton at the
time of the riot [1981 Brixton riot]. He
said: ‘We were the occupying
army.’...Within five days, 943 people
were stopped and searched...Black men
were almost exclusively targeted...
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Source 16: Cartoon on Thatcher’s refusal to put sanctions on
apartheid South Africa, 1986

N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

Her policies were racist and
homophobic
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Source 17: Flyer
calling people to
join a protest
against Clause
28, by the Stop
the Clause
campaign, 1988

N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

Her policies were racist and
homophobic
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YES

Source 18: Extract from Thatcher's speech to the UN General
Assembly in November 1989 

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

She foresaw global
developments and rewrote
British politics accordingly
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YES

Source 19: Poll by YouGov on Britain’s greatest post-war Prime
Ministers, April 2019

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

She foresaw global
developments and rewrote
British politics accordingly
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YES

Source 20: Cartoon showing Tony Blair emerging from Thatcher’s
head, The Guardian, 9 April 2013

Y E S ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

She foresaw global
developments and rewrote
British politics accordingly
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N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

She left the UK an
extremely divided country

Source 21: A mock funeral in Goldthorpe, Yorkshire
for Thatcher held to celebrate her death, April 2013
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N O ,  T H A T C H E R  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO

She left the UK an
extremely divided country

Source 22: Extract from an interview with Alex Salmond, leader of
the Scottish National Party, April 2013


