
JOSEPH STALIN

WAS JOSEPH STALIN A GREAT LEADER?

YES NO



YES

He led the victory against the
Nazis in World War II

Source 1: Extract from ‘The Red Army in the Second World War’
by A.M. Nikolaieff, Russian Review 7 no. 1, 1947 

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 2: Graph of number of deaths of the Allied countries in
World War II

He led the victory against the
Nazis in World War II

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He was a mass murderer

Source 3: A drawing and a description of a gulag by Evfrosiniia
Kersnovskaia, a former prisoner

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 4: Extract from ‘FAMINE RULES RUSSIA - The 5-year Plan Has
Killed the Bread Supply’, by Gareth Jones, The London Evening
Standard, 31 March 1933

He was a mass murderer

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

He revolutionised the
Soviet economy

Source 5:

Diagrams showing
industrial
development of
the USSR under
Stalin. Data from
‘An economic
history of the
USSR’ by Aled
Nove, 1992

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 6: Soviet poster showing the introduction of modern
farming equipment, 1930. The text reads ‘The Day of Harvest and
Collectivization’

YES

He revolutionised the
Soviet economy

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He reluctantly fought the
Nazis and then occupied the
countries he freed

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

Source 7: Cartoon about the Nazi-Soviet Pact, 1939



NO

He reluctantly fought the
Nazis and then occupied the
countries he freed

Source 8: Photograph and extract from the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact,
including its secret protocol, signed in Moscow, 23 August 1939

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

Both High Contracting
Parties obligate
themselves to desist from
any act of violence, any
aggressive action, and any
attack on each other,
either individually or jointly
with other Powers...The
question of whether the
interests of both parties
make desirable the
maintenance of an
independent Polish States
and how such a state
should be bounded...both
Governments will resolve
this question by means of
a friendly agreement...This
protocol shall be treated by
both parties as strictly
secret. 



He turned the USSR into a
global superpower

Source 9: Map produced by the US’ Central Intelligence Agency (the CIA)
showing the USSR’s global influence, in 1946-53 

YES

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

He turned the USSR into a
global superpower

Source 10: Extract from ‘Soviet Union and Egypt’ by Rami Ginat,
1991, PhD Thesis, London School of Economics

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He ruled through
propaganda, censorship and
fear

Source 11: Nikolai Yezhov, to the right of Stalin, fell from favour and
was removed from this photograph at the Moscow Canal

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 12: Extract from ‘The Gulag Archipelago 1918-1956’ by
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. Solzhenitsyn was a famous Soviet dissident
who was imprisoned and then deported from the USSR due to his
writings. He wrote about Soviet repression, especially the Gulag
system. 

He ruled through
propaganda, censorship and
fear

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 13: Extract from ‘Times are changing: working time in 14
industrialised countries’, Institute of International Labour Studies,
1994

YES

He greatly strengthened
the rights of ordinary
workers

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 14: Extract from ‘Reassessing the Standard of Living in the
Soviet Union: An Analysis using Archival and Anthropometric Data’
by E. Brainerd, The Journal of Economic History, 2010

He greatly strengthened
the rights of ordinary
workers

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Living standards in the
USSR were low

Source 15: Map of
the famine in the
USSR in 1933.
Areas of most
disastrous famine
marked with black.
Ukraine was
particularly
affected, note
Kiev, Odessa,
Crimea on the map 

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 16: Extract from ‘The Hazards of Urban Life in Late
Stalinist Russia: Health, Hygiene, and Living Standards, 1943-
1953’, by D. Filtzer, 2010

Living standards in the
USSR were low

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 17: 1925 Soviet propaganda poster, the
text reads: ‘If you don’t read books, you’ll soon
forget your grammar’

He rapidly increased levels
of literacy and education,
especially among women

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 18: Percentage of men and women with higher education
in the USSR from 1925 to 1969

He rapidly increased levels
of literacy and education,
especially among women

Y E S ,  S T A L I N  W A S  A
G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

His USSR was Russian-
dominated and marginalised
other nationalities

Source 19: Map of Stalin’s deportations of some ethnic minority non-
Russians, such as Crimean Tartars, 1941-45

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

His USSR was Russian-
dominated and marginalised
other nationalities

Source 20: Extract from 'For the study of the Russian language', an
article from Polaron Collectivist, the official state newspaper of the
Finnish national district of the Murmansk region, 1 February 1938

N O ,  S T A L I N  W A S  N O T
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R


