
CONFLICT IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

 The Peace Process
WHO SHOULD BE BLAMED FOR THE SLOW PROGRESS OF THE

PEACE PROCESS IN NORTHERN IRELAND?
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Loyalist paramilitaries are
still active

Source 1: Extract from a UK government report on paramilitary
groups in Northern Ireland, October 2015
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Source 2: Members of Loyalist paramilitary group UDA/UFF West
Belfast Brigade, 'A' Company, 2002
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Nationalist terrorism is still a
threat

Source 3: Extract from a UK government report on paramilitary
groups in Northern Ireland, October 2015 



Source 4: Graffiti in West Belfast about the Continuity IRA
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Unionists refuse to accept
equal rights for Nationalists

Source 5: DUP
campaign
pamphlet
against the
Good Friday
Agreement,
1998



Source 6:  Results of Northern Ireland elections from 1997 to 2019
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Nationalists still distrust
official institutions

Source 7: Poster put up by Nationalists that compares the post-Agreement
Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) to the previous police force, the
Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC), the photograph was taken in 2018
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 8: An opinion poll of Republicans about their attitude towards
the use of violence during the Troubles

Nationalists still distrust
official institutions



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Unionists used Brexit to try to
reinstate the border

Source 9: Anti-Protocol billboard in Larne, 6 March
2021



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 10: Comments on the DUP by Steve Aiken, an Ulster
Unionist Party (UUP) Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly,
2019

Callous disregard for Irish
lives permeated British policy



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Nationalist politicians have
used Brexit to promote Irish
reunification

Source 11: Results of a 2022 opinion poll on Northern Irish
people’s views on a United Ireland. Note that the 2022 census put
Catholics at 45.7% of the Northern Irish population and Protestants
at 43.5%



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 12: Extract from ‘Brexit, the Belfast Agreement and Northern
Ireland: Imperilling a Fragile Political Bargain’, by P. Teague, 2019

Nationalist politicians have
used Brexit to promote Irish
reunification



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Unionists use tradition to
provoke Nationalists

Source 13: The route for a 5 July Orange
Parade in Portadown in 1990s. The yellow
line is the route, the green areas are
predominantly Catholic areas



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 14: A Loyalist March in Belfast, 26 August 2023

Unionists use tradition to
provoke Nationalists



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Nationalist politicians stoke
division

Source 15: Comments by Michelle O’Neill, leader of Sinn Fein in
Northern Ireland after the Identity and Language (Northern Ireland)
Act passed in December 2022



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 16: Extract from the Main statistics for Northern Ireland on
language, based on the 2021 census

Nationalist politicians stoke
division


