
CONFLICT IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

 The Great Famine
WAS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO BLAME FOR THE

DEVASTATING IMPACT OF THE GREAT FAMINE IN IRELAND?
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British misrule created the
conditions for the Famine

Source 1: Map of forced plantations in Ireland. Plantations
were handed to English/Protestant settlers after being
confiscated from the original Catholic Irish owners

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E
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Source 2: Population loss during the Famine by county

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

British misrule created the
conditions for the Famine
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The British Government was
not responsible for Ireland’s
dependence on potatoes

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 3: Extract from Dr Maureen Murphy’s book review of ‘Feast
and Famine: Food and Nutrition in Ireland 1500-1920’, 2002
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Source 4: Comparison of the effect of potato blight across Europe

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The British Government was
not responsible for Ireland’s
dependence on potatoes
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

The British Government chose
free trade over Irish lives

Source 5: Extract from Food Exports from Ireland 1846-47 by
Christine Kine aly, 1997
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Source 6:  Political cartoon from British satirical magazine ‘The
Puppet-Show’ about the different approaches that England took to the
Famine, 1849

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

The British Government chose
free trade over Irish lives
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Each British Government
responded to the crisis
differently

Source 7: Donations made for relief of the Famine by nation

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 8: Extract from ‘Food Exports from Ireland 1846-47’ by Christine
Kinealy, University of Liverpool, 1997

Each British Government
responded to the crisis
differently
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Callous disregard for Irish
lives permeated British policy

Source 9: Skibbereen is a town in the south
of Ireland that was severely hit during the
Great Famine. Skibbereen is also the title of
this folk song in which a father tells his son
about the Famine
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 10: Extract from the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s
comments in the debate on the Famine in Ireland in the House of
Commons, 25 May 1849

Callous disregard for Irish
lives permeated British policy
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Irish also bore some
responsibility for the crisis

Source 11: Extract from the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s
comments in the debate on the Famine in Ireland in the House of
Commons, 25 May 1849
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 12: Extract from ‘The Politics of Enmity 1789-2006’, by Paul
Bew, 2009

The Irish also bore some
responsibility for the crisis
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

British greed cost lives and
was motivated only by profit

Source 13: Poem published by The Nation magazine in 1847. The poem
was written by Jane Elgee under the penname ‘Speranza’
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 14: Extract from a letter from Lord Clarendon, Lord-Lieutenant of
Ireland to Prime Minister John Russell, 26 April 1849

British greed cost lives and
was motivated only by profit
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Ireland benefitted from the
Union and from British
governments’ reforms

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 15: Extract from “The Establishment of the National
School System in Ireland, 1831” by John Coolahan, 1983
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Source 16: Table comparing the GDP growth of colonial Ireland to
other European countries

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Ireland benefitted from the
Union and from British
governments’ reforms
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The British Government
was racist against the Irish 

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 17 : "Mr G.O'rilla, The Young Ireland Party,
exulting over the insult to the British flag. Shouldn't he
be extinguished at once?" Cartoon by John Leech in
British satirical magazine, Punch in 1861 
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Source 18:  ‘No
Irish Need Apply’
was a song written
in response to the
many
advertisements for
employment that
barred the
application of Irish
individuals. The ad
at the top of the
image is an
example of the
discrimination
faced in
employment for the
Irish in the 19th
century

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

The British Government
was racist against the Irish 
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Despite a recession, the
British did intervene

Source 19: Extract from ‘A great-grandfather's account of the Irish
potato famine’ (1845-1850), by J.D. Cantwell
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Source 20: Plaque in Birkenhead, England about how Irish famine
refugees found shelter there

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Despite a recession, the
British did intervene


