
CONFLICT IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

 The Complete History
HAVE THE ACTIONS OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BEEN THE

ROOT CAUSE OF CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND?



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Britain introduced the
sectarian divide

Source 1: English anti-Catholic propaganda from 1667
showing the Jesuits (Catholics) throwing grenades at the
world, the Pope fanning the flames of the 1666 Great
Fire of London, and Guy Fawkes entering the vault
underneath Parliament. Frontispiece to 'Pyrotechnica
Loyalana, Ignatian Fire-Works’
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 2: Anglo-Irish MP Edmund Burke commenting on the
Penal Laws passed in 1792

Britain introduced the
sectarian divide



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Catholics were the
aggressors

Source 3: Woo dcut print from ‘The Teares of Ireland‘ by James
Cranford, 1642, an account of the cruelties inflicted on the Protestants
in Ireland in the Irish Rebellion of 1641 



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 4: Deposition of Elizabeth Price, Eyewitness to the massacres
of Protestants during the 1641 rebellion, 26 June 1643

The Catholics were the
aggressors



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Britain callously disregarded
Irish lives

Source 5: A
sketch of a
woman and
children during
the Famine,
Illustrated
London News,
22 December
1849



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 6:  Extract from a letter from Lord Clarendon, Lord-Lieutenant
of Ireland to Prime Minister John Russell, 26 April 1849

Britain callously disregarded
Irish lives



Catholics colluded with
foreign powers

Source 7: End of the Irish Invasion ; — or — the Destruction of the
French Armada, 20 January 1797, James Gillray. The image depicts
the failure of the French fleet aiming to land a large expeditionary
force in Ireland during the winter of 1796–1797 which would join with
the United Irishmen and drive the British out of Ireland.

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 8: Extract from ‘The Long Peace Process: The United
States of America and Northern Ireland, 1960-2008’, by Andrew
Sanders, 2019

Catholics colluded with
foreign powers



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Britain used the colonial
method of ‘divide and rule’

Source 9:  "Divide
and Conquer." An
Old English Custom.
The Weekly
Freeman, 1886.
Caption reads: "The
Real 'Separatist.'-
'They ask for One
Ireland-I will give
them Four, and then
set them fighting-Ha!
ha! Good old Tory
game-not yet played
out, I hope.'"



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 10: Extract from ‘Ireland and the British Empire’, by K.
Kenny, 2004

Britain used the colonial
method of ‘divide and rule’



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Catholics envied Protestant
success and caused their
own problems

Source 11: Ulster Unionist Postcard, 1912, Ulster is labelled as
Ireland’s ‘Prosperity Province’



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 12: Extract from ‘The History of Economic Development in
Ireland, North and South’ by John Bradley, 1999

Catholics envied Protestant
success and caused their
own problems



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

British misrule caused the
radicalisation of Irish politics 

Source 13: Proclamation of the Irish Republic, 24 April
1916. Issued by the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen
Army during the Easter Rising in Ireland



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 14: Mural on the Ballymurphy Road, Belfast that calls the
Great Famine ‘Ireland’s Holocaust’, 6 April 2007

British misrule caused the
radicalisation of Irish politics 



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 15: Recollections of Padraig O’Kelly, cited in ‘’The Rising :
Ireland : Easter 1916' by Fearghal McGarry, 2010

Catholics have always
insisted on having their own
way



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 16: Decree of the Bishop of Cork in reference to
ambushes, kidnapping and murder, debated in the House of
Commons on 21 February 1921

Catholics have always
insisted on having their own
way



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 17: Families of Bloody Sunday victims demand that the
soldiers involved in the massacre be prosecuted, 2019

Rejection of British rule is a
legacy of centuries of
persecution



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 18: Extract from the Special Powers Act (Northern
Ireland), 1922, otherwise known as ‘the flogging Act.’ The Act was
not repealed until 1973

Rejection of British rule is a
legacy of centuries of
persecution



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 19: Table comparing five indicators of Economic progress
in Ireland, North and South, from ‘Nationalism and Unionism in
Ireland: Economic Perspectives’ by Liam Kennedy, Queen's
University, Belfast, 2015

British rule was a stabilising
and a positive influence on
Ireland



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 20: Barricades blocking main roads in Dublin erected by
rebels in the Easter Rising, April 1916

British rule was a stabilising
and a positive influence on
Ireland


