
CONFLICT IN ISRAEL
AND PALESTINE

 The causes of the Six-Day War/Naksa
WHAT WERE THE CAUSES OF THE SIX-DAY WAR / NAKSA? 
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Arab states wanted revenge 

Source 1: Extract from the preamble to the decisions adopted
at the 1964 Arab League Summit in Cairo



Source 2: Statement by Syrian Defence Minister Hafez Assad,
20 May 1967
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Zionists had always wanted
a Greater Israel 

Source 3:

Propaganda
poster made by
the Irgun, a
Jewish terrorist
organisation
active from 1931-
48. The map is of
Greater Israel,
which includes
much of Jordan
(then the Emirate
of Transjordan)



Source 4: The poem "The East Bank of the
Jordan", written in 1929 by Zionist leader
Ze'ev Jabotinsky

Zionists had always wanted
a Greater Israel 
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Israel had to stop terrorists

Source 5: Plaque in Negev commemorating Israeli paratroopers
who fought Palestinian fedayeen terrorists
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Source 6: Fedayeen marauders killed by Israeli border police
after an attack Nir Galim, 4th September 1956

Israel had to stop terrorists
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Israel attacked to take
advantage of Arab divisions

Source 7: Extract
from "Arab Block
Realignments" by
George Lenczowski,
Current History 53,
no.316 (1967): 346-
84
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Source 8: Aftermath of the Israeli military's attack on Samu, a village
in the Jordanian-controlled West Bank, 1967

Israel attacked to take
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The Syrian army fired on
Israeli farmers

Source 9: Extract from Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-
Arab Conflict 1881 - 1999 (2002) by Benny Morris, pp.303-4
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Source 10: Extract from the 1949 Israeli-Syrian General Armistice
Agreement

The Syrian army fired on
Israeli farmers
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Israeli generals wanted a
war and provoked Syria to
get it

Source 11: Address by Menachem Begin, Prime Minister of Israel,
at the National Defence College, 8 August 1982 
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Source 12: Moshe Dayan, Israeli Defence Minister in 1967, in
A.Shlaim, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World, p.251

The Jewish Army was well-
prepared for war 
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The Israeli public wanted
their country to be defended

Source 13: Israel's GDP per capita per year
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The Israeli public wanted
their country to be defended

Source 14: Extract from Sarah Ozacky-Lazar. "The Seven Good
Years? Israel, 1967 - 1973: The Critical Change." Israel Studies 23,
no.3 (2018), pp.18
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Israeli politicians wanted a
distraction from economic
recession

Source 15: The Shalom Meir Tower in Tel Aviv opened in 1965,
it was the tallest building in the Middle East at the time
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Israeli politicians wanted a
distraction from economic
recession

Source 16: "From Blossoming Socialism to Successful
Capitalism" by Sever Plotzker, 'Economic' supplement
Independence Day, "Yediot Achronot" newspaper, 23 April 20073

The intervention of a high rate of growth...earned
worldwide amazement...The miracle was interrupted
in 1966...100,000 workers were laid-off from work
within a year and a half, unemployment jumped
from 3.5% to 11.5%, the economy stopped...a
sense of frustration and anger prevailed over the
public.

A girl of 13 from Beit She'an, who was asked on a
radio broadcast summing up 1966 if she was
hungry and answered "yes", shook up the country
and nearly toppled the Eshkol government. The
ethnic tension returned to the headlines...
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President Nasser of Egypt
triggered the war 

Source 17: Extract from the Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World (2001)
by Avi Shlaim, pp.237
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Source 18: Cartoon from Lebanese newspaper Al-Farida shows
Nasser kicking a Jew into the sea, with the armies of Lebanon, Syria
and Iraq supporting him

President Nasser of Egypt
triggered the war 

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 19: The Soviet Union and the Six-Day War: Revelations
from the Polish Archives, July 27, 2011, by Uri Bar-Noi, CWIHP e-
Dossier No.8

The USA and USSR both
encouraged war
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Source 20: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964-68,
Volume XIX, Arab-Israeli Crisis and War 1967

The USA and USSR both
encouraged war
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