
CONFLICT IN ISRAEL
AND PALESTINE

The Israeli War of Independence and
Palestinian Nakba
WHY DID HALF THE PALESTINIAN ARAB POPULATION ABANDON

THEIR HOMES AND LAND IN PALESTINE IN 1948?



Palestinians started the war 

Source 1: Aftermath of attacks on the Jewish Commercial
Quarter in Jerusalem on 2nd December 1947, a few days after
the positive vote at the UN on the Partition Plan for Palestine
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Source 2: Quotes from Arab leaders in response to the UN
Partition Plan of 1947

Palestinians started the war 
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Zionists always planned for
a Jewish State

Source 3: A future Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin giving a speech in Tel Aviv, 14th
August 1948. Note the map of Greater Israel in
front of him
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Source 4: Joseph Weitz was a director of the Jewish National Fund.
This is an extract from Norman Finkelstein, Image and Reality of the
Israel-Palestine Conflict,1995

Zionists always planned for
a Jewish State
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The Arab leadership told
Palestinians to leave

Source 5: British police report on the Arab evacuation of Haifa
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Source 6: Extract from The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem
Revisited by B.Morris (2004). Cambridge University Press, pp.139

The Arab leadership told
Palestinians to leave
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A Jewish terror campaign
forced concessions from
international powers

Source 7: Description of Jewish intimidation and the
use of radio broadcasts during the Battle of Haifa.
From Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian
Refugee Problem Revisited (2004) p.191
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Source 8: British Army HQ after it was bombed by the Irgun, a Jewish
terrorist group in 1946

A Jewish terror campaign
forced concessions from
international powers



All wars create refugees
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Source 9: Map of the Jewish Holocaust death toll as a % of the
total pre-war Jewish population by country/region
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Source 10: Extract from a report submitted to the European
Parliament in 2006 by Justice for Jews from Arab Countries
(JJAC), a political advocacy organisation founded in New York in
2002

All wars create refugees



The Jewish Army was well-
prepared for war 

Source 11: Zionist
Military Operations
outside the UN-
proposed Jewish State,
1 April 1948 - 15 May
1948
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Source 12: Graph of Jewish immigration to Palestine versus Palestine
Arab population

The Jewish Army was well-
prepared for war 



Jewish troops acted to
preserve their people

Source 13: Adolf Hitler talking to Palestinian leader Grand
Mufti Haj Amin al-Husseini, 28th November 1941
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Jewish troops acted to
preserve their people

Source 14: An extract from the New York Times by Dana Adams
Schmidt
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‘Plan Dalet’ included
expelling Palestinians

Source 15: Translation from Arabic of a leaflet dropped from an
aircraft on Arab villages in the Galilee on the orders of the
Haganah Command (the Jewish armed force) in 1948
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‘Plan Dalet’ included
expelling Palestinians

Source 16: Extract from a letter Dec. 2. 1948,
published in the New York Times from a group of
leading Jews based in the US, including Albert
Einstein, complaining about a massacre of Arab
villagers at Deir Yassin and comparing a new political
party, led by future Israeli PM, Menachem Begin, with
the Nazis
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Jewish troops only
expelled Palestinians who
resisted them

Source 17 : Extract from Fast Facts on the Middle East Conflicts by
Randall Price (2003), Harvest House Pub., pp.166. Randall Price (Th.M.
Old Testament and Semitic Languages, and Ph.D. Middle Eastern
Studies) has lived in Jerusalem and done graduate studies at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. As president of World of the Bible
Ministries, he lectures worldwide on Bible prophecy and directs tours in
the Bible lands



J E W S  H A V E  T H E
S T R O N G E R  C L A I M

Source 18: Extract from the New York Times, 1st December 1947,
on the decision in the General Assembly of the United Nations to
partition Palestine

Jewish troops only
expelled Palestinians who
resisted them



Israel refused peace if it
meant Palestinian refugees
could return

Source 19: UN Press Release on Arabs displaced by Israeli
troops
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Source 20: Jaramana Refugee Camp for Palestinians, Damascus,
Syria, 1948
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Israel refused peace if it
meant Palestinian refugees
could return


