
CONFLICT IN ISRAEL
AND PALESTINE

      The British Mandate in Palestine
SHOULD BRITAIN BE PRAISED OR BLAMED FOR ITS HANDLING

OF THE MANDATE IN PALESTINE?



Britain helped Jews but kept
immigration within limits

Source 1: The SS
Tiger Hill carrying
illegal Jewish
immigrants was
intercepted and fired
on by Royal Navy
gunboats off Tel Aviv
in September 1939
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Source 2: Document restricting the number of immigration
passes to be issued into Palestine. Issued by the British
government in 1939

Britain helped Jews but kept
immigration within limits
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The British left a civil war
between Arabs and Jews

B L A M E D

Source 3: Extract from Geoffrey Furlonge, ‘Palestine is my
Country - the Story of Musa Alami’. Alami recalled his childhood
growing up in Palestine before the British mandate



B L A M E D

Source 4: Resolution of a meeting of Palestinians at Nablus on
the 19th Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, 2 November
1935

The British left a civil war
between Arabs and Jews



Neither Arabs nor Jews
were willing to
compromise

Source 5:

(Above) Jewish
protest against
the 1939 White
Paper, (below)
Palestinian
Arabs at Abou
Ghosh taking
the oath of
allegiance to the
Arab cause
including to fight
Jewish
immigration
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Source 6: Extract from termination of the British Mandate, 15
May 1948
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Neither Arabs nor Jews
were willing to
compromise
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British policy in Palestine
always favoured the Jews
Source 7: Telegram of protest against Zionism from the Jaffa
Muslim Christian Committee to Prime Minister Lloyd George at the
1919 Paris Peace Conference
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Source 8: John Martin, Assistant Under-Secretary at the Colonial
Office writing to Sir Henry Gurney, Chief Secretary in Jerusalem,
January 1947

British policy in Palestine
always favoured the Jews



British forces prevented a
civil war 

Source 9: A British military funeral in Palestine, 1946
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Source 10: Officers of The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire)
next to a railway wagon. They were engaged in rail protection
duties against militant Arab groups opposed to the British Mandate
and illegal Jewish immigration

British forces prevented a
civil war 
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Britain used colonial tactics
to oppress Palestinians

Source 11: British soldiers on an armoured train car with two
Palestinian hostages as human shields, 1936 
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Source 12: The Manchester Regiment force Arabs to ‘run the
gauntlet’ during a village search in 1938

Britain used colonial tactics
to oppress Palestinians
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The British were forced to
leave Palestine

Source 13: British
propaganda poster
designed to raise
money from the
public for the war
effort through war
savings, 1944
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The British were forced to
leave Palestine

Source 14: Letter from US President Truman to Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, 31 August 1945
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Britain gave up and handed
the problem of Palestine to
the UN

Source 15: Extract from the official termination of the British
Mandate, 15 May 1948



Britain gave up and handed
the problem of Palestine to
the UN

Source 16: The departure of the British from Haifa, 30 June 1948
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Britain was unfairly
portrayed as a villain

Source 17: Extract from ‘Palestine Mission. A Personal Record’, 1947
by British Labour MP Richard Crossman, member of the Anglo
American Committee on Palestine



Source 18: A lorry bearing the faces of past and current
Soviet Communist leaders Lenin and Stalin parading
through Tel Aviv on International Labour Day, 1 May
1949

Britain was unfairly
portrayed as a villain
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Source 19: Extract from ‘The Future of Palestine’, also known as
the Samuel memorandum, circulated by Jewish MP Herbert
Samuel to the British Cabinet in January and March 1915
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Britain always prioritised
British interests

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Samuel,_1st_Viscount_Samuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Samuel,_1st_Viscount_Samuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Cabinet
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Source 20: Speech on Palestine by Winston Churchill in the
House of Commons, 31 January 1947

Britain always prioritised
British interests


