
CONFLICT IN ISRAEL
AND PALESTINE

               The Balfour Declaration
SHOULD THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BE PRAISED OR BLAMED

FOR THE BALFOUR DECLARATION?



I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Britain Empire took
responsibility for Palestine

Source 1: Extract from the diary of Ihsan Hasan Turjman, a Palestinian
conscript to the Ottoman army. 28 March 1915



I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 2:

Article from
The Times
newspaper,
26 April 1920

The Britain Empire took
responsibility for Palestine



P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

It represents British imperial
arrogance

Source 3: Lloyd George at the Paris Peace Conferences of 1919,
over heard by British delegate Arnold Toynbee



Source 4: British troops marching past Barclays Bank,
Jerusalem, 1938

It represents British imperial
arrogance

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



A new solution for Jewish
refugees was needed

Source 5:

Persecution of
the Jews in
Russia: a
drawing of
street riots in
Kiev by Oskar
E. Wycinek
published in
German
newspaper,
Neue Illustrirte
Zeitung, 1881

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 6: Map showing Jewish emigration from Europe, 1885-
1925

A new solution for Jewish
refugees was needed

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E



Many Jews did not agree
with it on principle

Source 7: An
election poster
for the General
Jewish Labour
Bund, hung in
Kiev,1917.
Written in the
Hebrew
alphabet, the
title reads
"Where we live,
there is our
country!" and
the bottom lines
"A democratic
republic! Full
national and
political rights
for Jews!"

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 8: Extracts from a Memorandum of Edwin Montagu, a British
Jew and Secretary of State for India, to the British Cabinet, August
1917

Many Jews did not agree
with it on principle



The Declaration was a
humanitarian action

Source 9: Letter from the World Zionist Organisation to the British
Foreign Secretary regarding the offer of land in East Africa, 4
September 1903

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

I am directed by Dr Herzl to convey
to your Lordship on behalf of the
Zionist Congress which closed last
week, the deep and heartfelt thanks
of the Congress to His Majesty’s
Government for the offer...in respect
to the proposed Jewish settlement in
British East Africa...



Source 10: Cartoon of Theodore Roosevelt demanding that the
the Emperor of Russia, Nicholas II, stop oppressing Jews. From
Judge Magazine, September 1905, USA 

The Syrian army fired on
Israeli farmers

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E



P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

It reflects anti-Semitic
assumptions

Source 11: Former Prime Minister Lloyd George describes his
attitude to the Jewish people in his witness statement to the
Palestine Royal Commission 1936-7 



Source 12:

Cartoon titled
‘Stranger at our
Gate’ by Frank
Beard in 1890
depicting a Jewish
immigrant to the
US. The caption
reads:
Emigrant: ‘ Can I
come in?’ Uncle
Sam: ‘I ‘spose you
can, there’s no law
against it.’

The immigrant is
wearing labels
such as sabbath
desecration,
poverty, disease
and superstition

It reflects anti-Semitic
assumptions

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

The British did fulfil their
promise of an Arab state

Source 13: Memorandum by the British Secretary of State
for the Colonies, 11 February 1923



The British did fulfil their
promise of an Arab state

Source 14:

Meeting between
Amir Abdullah ibn
Hussein and
British High
Commissioner
Herbert Samuel in
Amman, Jordan,
April 1921. During
these meetings
British High
Commissioner
Herbert Samuel
proclaimed Amir
Abdullah the ruler
of Transjordan,
under British
protection

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E



P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

It was one of three
dishonest, contradictory
British agreements

Source 15: Letter from A.H. McMahon to Hussein
bin Ali, Sharif of Mecca, 24 October 1915. Part of
the McMahon-Hussein correspondence



P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

It was one of three
dishonest, contradictory
British agreements

Source 16: "Letter from Colonel Cyril Wilson, the main liaison
with King Hussein to British authorities in Cairo, 24 May 1917



I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

The British tried to balance
Jewish and Arab rights

Source 17: Extract from the 1939 White Paper, issued by the British in
response to the 1936–1939 Arab revolt in Palestine



Source 18: Coins issued during the British Mandate, with writing in
English, Arabic and Hebrew

The British tried to balance
Jewish and Arab rights

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 19: Cabinet Memorandum ‘The Future of Palestine’ by
Lord Curzon, October 1917

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

It failed to protect the rights
of Arab Muslims and
Christians



Source 20: A political cartoon published in the Palestinian
newspaper ‘Falastin’, 1936

It failed to protect the rights
of Arab Muslims and
Christians

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E



It recognised that Jews
needed a homeland years
before the Holocaust

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 21:  In 1913, Menahem Mendel Beilis, a Russian
Jew was accused of the ritual murder of a 13-year old
boy in Kyiv, then part of the Russian Empire. During the
trial, these anti-Semitic fliers were distributed in Kyiv.
They read "Orthodox Russian people, commemorate the
name of the youth Andriy Yushchinskyi who was
martyred by Zhids! Memory eternal to him! Christians,
guard your children!!! On March 17, the passover of the
Zhids [an ethnic slur for Jews] begins." Beilis was
eventually acquitted



Source 22: The caption to the photo reads:
‘Thousands of Jews marched in the great New York
Parade to a mass meeting of protest against recent
pogroms in Ukraine, where, speakers said, 120,000
Jews have been massacred. In the parade a service
flag was carried with 8,000 stars for Jews killed in
service of the United States.’ Article from the
Oklahoma newspaper the Ardmoreite, 2 December
1919

I S R A E L I
P E R S P E C T I V E

It recognised that Jews
needed a homeland years
before the Holocaust



Source 23: Letter of resignation of James G. McDonald, the
League of Nations’ High Commissioner for Refugees (Jewish and
other) coming from Germany, 27 December 1935

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E

It failed to protect the
Jewish people



Source 24:  Map of major deportations to Auschwitz from
Europe by the end of 1942

It failed to protect the
Jewish people

P A L E S T I N I A N
P E R S P E C T I V E


