
THE BRITISH
EMPIRE

What was the impact of the British Empire?

YES NO



POS

Empire brought cohesion and
prosperity to Ireland

Source 1: Extract from “The Historical Dimension of Ireland’s Road to
Modernisation and Europeanisation.” by Brian Girvin, in Nordic Irish
Studies, 2010 

P O S I T I V E
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 2: Extract from the Belfast Telegraph for May 1914, showing
the rival militias that were developing in Ireland. On the left is a
picture of the nationalist Irish Volunteers marching, and on the right
is the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) standing to attention with rifles
over the shoulders

Empire brought cohesion and
prosperity to Ireland
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British Imperialism suppressed
and depopulated Ireland

Source 3:  Ireland wrestles with famine, while Mr. Balfour (the
British Chief Secretary of Ireland) plays golf, a political cartoon by
John D. Reigh from United Ireland, 23 August 1890 

N E G A T I V E
P E R S P E C T I V E

NEG



Source 4: A comparison of Irish and British GDP (measure of all the
goods and services that their economies produce) from 1820 to
2018. Ireland gained independence in 1922

British Imperialism suppressed
and depopulated Ireland
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Empire brought order and
progress to India

Source 5: The Cremation of Peshwa Madhavrao I (officiated 1761-
1772) and the Sati of his Wife Ramabai by Maharashtra, Pune
(Poona), circa 1772-1775. Sati was the ritual burning of widows
when their husband died. It was banned by the British authorities in
1829
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Source 6:  Extract from an article in British magazine ‘The
Spectator’,  29 January 2023

Empire brought order and
progress to India



Racist imperial rule
impoverished and divided
India

Source 7: Graph of the world’s three largest economies
through history
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Racist imperial rule
impoverished and divided
India

Source 8: Indians long resisted British rule. ‘Suppression of the
Indian Revolt by the English’, which depicts the execution of Indian
mutineers by the British Army by blowing them from a gun. 

A painting by Russian artist Vasily Vereshchagin c. 1884
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Empire brought prosperity
and democracy to the
islands
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Source 9: An extract from the article ‘The British Empire on Trial’ in
British history magazine ‘The Historian’ by Gregory Gifford, 2021



Empire brought prosperity
and democracy to the
islands

Source 10:

Extract from
the front page
of the British
newspaper,
The Evening
Standard,
welcoming
people from
the Caribbean
coming to
Britain, 21
June 1948 
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Imperialism brought
extermination, enslavement
and exploitation to the
islands

Source 11: ‘Carib Attack on a Settlement’, published in ‘The
West Indies and the Spanish Main’ by John Rodway, 1896

N E G A T I V E
P E R S P E C T I V E
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Source 12: Number of enslaved Africans arriving on the American
continent, including the Caribbean from 1514 to 1866

Imperialism brought
extermination, enslavement
and exploitation to the
islands
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P E R S P E C T I V E

NEG



Source 13:

Governor Arthur's
Proclamation to
the Aborigines,
c.1828-30, which
shows how the
Rule of Law will
be enforced
using pictures, to
overcome the
language barrier
between the
British and the
native
Australians

Empire brought modernity
and rule of law to Australia
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Source 14: Extract from the Australian Register UNESCO Memory
of the World Programme, which summarises Australian history,
published in 2015

Empire brought modernity
and rule of law to Australia
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P E R S P E C T I V E

NEG

Imperialists massacred
indigenous Australians and
ransacked natural resources

Source 15: Extract from ‘Australia’s coloured minority: its place in
the community’, by A.O. Neville, a former Chief Protector of
Aborigines and Commissioner of Native Affairs in Western
Australia, 1947



N E G A T I V E
P E R S P E C T I V E

NEG

Source 16: Extract from ‘Indigenous Peoples and Mining: A
Global Perspective’ by Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh, 2023

Imperialists massacred
indigenous Australians and
ransacked natural resources


