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Entry in the Jewish Virtual Library on education and school closures in the West Bank during the 

First Intifada 
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Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 4 Point Plan for Peace, April 1989 
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JOURNAL OF PALESTINE STUDIES 
An Analysis of the Current Revolt 
 
By Hanna Siniora editor of al-Fajr newspaper, East Jerusalem. 
 
The current uprising in the occupied territories is the result of the coincidence of a number of 
factors, primary among them the cumulative effects of the occupation. We are now in the twenty-
first year of this occupation which has been characterised by a range of human rights violations: 
deportations, administrative detentions, town restrictions, lack of freedom of expression, censorship 
of the press, not to mention land confiscation, high taxation, imprisonment, and various forms of 
humiliation. 
It is the assertive, confident generation of 1967 that has just come of age that is rebelling. It fears 
neither the Israeli occupation nor the fact that live ammunition is being used. And each time the 
Israelis arrest some of the leaders, twice the number arrested steps in to assume leadership roles. 
This generation believes strongly in a secular state and a secular ideology, although the voice of the 
fundamentalists is present. And although the uprising is primarily the product of work begun by the 
younger generation, it is clear today that young and old of all factions have joined in. 
Prior to the uprising it seemed that Israel, the Arab countries, and the international community had 
succeeded in shelving the Palestinian issue for probably two or three years. There was no 
movement; the Palestinian issue appeared to be in suspended animation. Now the situation is 
different. We have succeeded in changing the status quo and in calling into question the viability of 
the occupation. 
[…] 
 
Another factor that should be taken into consideration is that in the Arab summit meeting held in 
Amman in November 1987 the Arab heads of state-while congregating only half an hour away from 
Jerusalem-for the first time in the history of the Arab-Israeli struggle down-graded the Palestinian 
issue. The attention of the Arab countries was focused elsewhere, on the Gulf war, and therefore, 
the Palestinian issue was put on the back burner. This both angered the Palestinians and created 
tension among them, particularly those living under occupation. 
Another important event, which came on the heels of the Amman summit, was the Washington 
meeting between Reagan and Gorbachev. There, too, the Palestinian issue was ignored. It may have 
been discussed at a lower level at the State Department, but it was not discussed between Reagan 
and Gorbachev. The Palestinians, therefore, felt that the Arab world and the international 
community were ignoring the Palestinian issue. Thus, the uprising was to a large extent the result of 
the cumulative effects of twenty years of occupation, the position of the Israeli government, and the 
lack of interest on the part of the Arab countries and the international community. 
 
 
 

Hannah Siniora, ‘An Analysis of the Current Revolt,’ Journal of Palestine Studies Vol. 17, No. 3 
(Spring, 1988) 
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The Covenant of the Hamas 1988 – main points, published on webpage for Israel’s Foreign Ministry 
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Source: B’Tselem – The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories 
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March 5, 1988 

Kissinger Urged Ban on TV 
Reports 
By ROBERT D. McFADDEN 

Henry A. Kissinger has privately urged that Israel bar television cameras and reporters 

from the occupied territories as part of its effort to put down violent protests. 

Israel should accept the criticism of the press for doing so, according to Mr. Kissinger, 

and should suppress the Palestinian uprising as quickly as possible with whatever force 

is necessary to bring an end to a tragic situation. 

He gave these views last month at an off-the-record breakfast in which he also urged 

prominent American Jews to refrain from criticizing Israel for its handling of the crisis. 

In addition, he expressed reservations about a peace conference and proposed that Israel 

unilaterally announce that it would give up some territory it seized in the 1967 Arab-

Israeli war. 

The remarks by Mr. Kissinger, who was Secretary of State in the Administrations of 

Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford, were outlined in a confidential memorandum by 

Julius Berman, a former chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations and one of about eight people at the breakfast in early February. A 

copy of the memo was obtained by The New York Times. 

Asked about the memo, Mr. Kissinger and Mr. Berman expressed outrage yesterday that 

the remarks and the memo had been made public. Mr. Kissinger did not disavow the 

remarks, but insisted that his proposals for excluding news organizations were only a 

small part of what he had said. 

In summarizing Mr. Kissinger's points, the memo said: ''Israel should bar the media 

from entry into the territories involved in the present demonstrations, accept the short-

term criticism of the world press for such conduct, and put down the insurrection as 

quickly as possible - overwhelmingly, brutally and rapidly.'' 'Throw Out Television' 

Paraphrasing Mr. Kissinger, the memo said: ''The insurrection must be quelled 

immediately, and the first step should be to throw out television, a la South Africa. To be 

sure, there will be international criticism of the step, but it will dissipate in short order…'' 

Extract of a New York Times news article, published March 5th 1988. Henry Kissinger had 

previously been the US Secretary of State
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Protest march in 1987 by students and faculty of Birzeit University, in the West Bank 
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Fatalities in the First Intifada. Source: B’Tselem – The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights 

in the Occupied Territories 
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Palestinian Folk Poem- Quoted in S.Adwan, D.Bar-On and E.Naveh (eds.), Side by Side: 
Parallel Histories of Israel-Palestine 

 
The 1967 War was over 

All the land of Palestine was occupied 

In every patch of land there was a tragedy 

In every house a sad old man 

In every village there was poverty 

And in every camp an orphaned child! 

They reckoned the case was over 

And thought they had gotten rid of us 

Once and for all! 

They thought that after all the suffering 

We had lost out patience 

Or given up our steadfastness (crucial word sumud in Arabic, self defined description of PLO 
policy) 
A million times did we tell them: 

No to Camp David 

A million NOs to it and to all those behind it 

No to autonomy: 

It is futile and deformed! 

No to elections 

They take our rights away 

They replace our rules 

And divide us more and more 

Our demand is one: 

An independent state 

That only will last forever. 
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Palestinian leaders and representatives from across the West Bank and Gaza convened during the 

first month of the Intifada to formulate fourteen demands of the Israeli government. The demands 

were announced on January 14, 1988 by Professor Sari Nusseibeh at a press conference.  

We call upon the Israeli authorities to comply with the following list of demands as a means to 

prepare the atmosphere for the convening of the suggested international peace conference, which 

conference will ensure a just and lasting settlement of the Palestinian problem in all its aspects, 

bringing about the realization of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people, peace and 

stability for the peoples of the region, and an end to violence and bloodshed:  

1. To abide by the 4th Geneva Convention and all other international agreements pertaining to the 

protection of civilians, their properties and rights under a state of military occupation; to declare the 

Emergency Regulations of the British Mandate null and void, and to stop applying the iron fist policy;  

2. The immediate compliance with the Security Council Resolutions 605 and 607, which call upon 

Israel to abide by the Geneva Convention of 1949 and the Declaration of Human Rights; and which 

further call for the achievement of a just and lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict;  

3. The release of all prisoners who were arrested during the recent uprising, and foremost among 

them our children. Also the rescinding of all proceedings and indictments against them;  

4. The cancellation of the policy of expulsion, allowing all exiled Palestinians, including the four sent 

yesterday into exile, to return to their homes and families; also the release of all administrative 

detainees and the cancellation of the hundreds of house arrest orders. In this connection, special 

mention must be made of the several hundreds of applications for family reunions, which we call 

upon the authorities to accept forthwith;  

5. The immediate lifting of the siege of all Palestinian refugee camps in the West Bank and Gaza and 

the withdrawal of the Israeli army form all population centers.; 

Extract from the Palestinians’ Fourteen Demands, 1988 
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‘Israel Declines to Study Rabin Tie to Beatings,’ The New York Times (July 12 1990) 
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The Madrid Peace Conference October 1991 – the first time Israeli and Palestinian representatives 

negotiated face-to-face 
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