
 

This house believes that  
‘Israel began the Six-Day War to protect itself from Arab aggression.’ 

 
YES	
	
	
	
1. The Arab states surrounding Israel wanted revenge for their collective defeat in Israel’s victorious 

War of Independence. In 1964 the leaders of the Arab states came together to officially declare their 
commitment to the destruction of the state of Israel. They also planned to divert Israel’s water 
supply from the Jordan River. 

 
2. By May 1967, there had been 113 attacks by Palestinian terrorist groups based in Syria, Egypt and 

Jordan, on Israeli soil. The Syrian government was supporting Fatah with weapons and bases; the 
Egyptian government was supporting another group - the Arab Nationalist Movement, and while 
King Hussein condemned the attacks from Jordan, he did little to prevent them. Israel needed to 
move against the countries which sponsored terrorism. 

 
3. After a revolution in 1963, the new Syrian government  sought to replace Egypt as the leading Arab 

state by demonstrating its aggression towards Israel. In 1966, the Syrian army began firing on 
Israeli farmers in the demilitarized zone of the Golan Heights. Artillery attacks escalated into aerial 
battles and soon Israeli generals were convinced that all this was a precursor to a full scale attack. 
They tried to persuade politicians that Israel needed to act soon while it still held an advantage.  
 

4. By 1966, Israel’s remarkable economic growth through the 1950s and 1960s came to an abrupt halt.  
As the recession deepened, unemployment soared and Arab threats turned this economic crisis into 
a more general crisis about Israel’s security. The government tried to avoid war  but the public was 
becoming increasingly fearful, and by spring 1967 many were demanding Israel take military action 
right away to protect itself for the future.  

 
5. Gamal Abdel Nasser, the President of Egypt triggered Israel’s attack on Egyptian air-forces on 5th 

June 1967 by his warlike actions in the previous two weeks. On the 16th May he moved troops to 
the Egyptian-Israeli border, three days later he expelled the UN peacekeeping force stationed there, 
and on 22nd May, he closed the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping. The Israeli government had made 
it very clear back in 1957, that any closure of the Straits of Tiran would be seen as an act of war so 
when Nasser refused to reopen them, Israel had no choice but to take military action. 
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1967 Debate: Yes

Joshua Hillis
Source: Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs



The logo of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation, founded in 1964 

1967 Debate: Yes



Source:	sixdaywar.org
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On	May	1,	1966,	when	most	of	the	country	was	celebrating	May	Day,	unemployed	

people	in	Dimona	held	a	demonstration	where	they	waved	black	flags	instead	of	the	

red	ones	of	the	official	celebrations,	and	chanted	“Bread	and	work!”	

	

On	May	3,	the	Economic	Affairs	Committee	met	again.	According	to	the	minutes,	

then-Welfare	Minister	Yosef	Burg	described	the	grim	mood	in	the	city	of	Beit	She’an	

in	northern	Israel,	and	said	the	distress	there	also	had	an	ethnic	dimension.	“Anyone	

whose	name	is	Izikovich	leaves;	anyone	whose	name	is	Vaknin	stays,”	he	said,	using	

names	typical,	respectively,	of	the	Ashkenazi	and	Sephardi	communities.	

	

Labor	Minister	Yigal	Allon	warned	his	colleagues	of	mass	emigration	from	the	

country,	especially	by	people	with	a	university	education	–	a	prediction	that	indeed	

came	true	in	1966.	“There’s	a	danger	of	mass	emigration,”	he	said.	“Rumor	has	

wings,	and	it’s	already	delaying	the	return	of	Israeli	students	doing	[degrees]	in	the	

U.S.	and	Western	Europe.”	

	

	

Extract	from	‘How	Levi	Eshkol's	Government	'Engineered'	Israel's	1966-67	Recession	
By	Ofer	Aderet,	published	in	HAARETZ,	Feb	16th	2016	
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A British report on a Syria-Israel clash 
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Statement by Israeli Foreign Minister, Golda 
Meir, to the United Nations General 

Assembly, 1 March 1957 

1967 Debate: Yes



 

This house believes that  
‘Israel began the Six-Day War to protect itself from Arab aggression.’ 

 

NO	
	
1. Zionists had always wanted Israel’s borders to stretch across the River Jordan to the east, and deep 

into the Sinai in the south. In the north they wanted to seize the headwaters of the Jordan River and 
pipe water to the coastal plain. That explains why Israel thwarted all attempts at peace agreements 
after 1948; Israel’s leaders never intended to settle their territorial borders along the 1948 armistice 
lines.  Tactical considerations dictated the timing of the attack in June 1967, but if it hadn’t been 
then, it would have happened sooner rather than later. 

 
2. Israel picked June 1967 because the Arab states were divided. Israel’s attack on a Jordanian border 

town in November 1966 undermined the Jordanian monarchy. There were riots in protest at the 
King’s inability to protect ordinary people. The revolutionary republics of Egypt and Syria, both 
hoping to gain from Jordan’s weakness, called for King Hussein to abdicate. Israel attacked Egypt on 
5th June 1967, knowing that inter-Arab cooperation was only just being restored. 

 
3. The new state of Israel had no experience of boom and slump so the recession of 1966 came as an 

unpleasant shock. Israelis blamed their government which in turn sought to distract attention away 
from its economic mismanagement by creating the circumstances for a war which would unify the 
people behind them. 

 
4. There was a group of hawkish generals in the Israeli Defense Force who wanted a war as soon as 

possible because they thought they would win it.  Some of them were obsessed with the threat posed 
by Syria which had been armed by the USSR. They deliberately provoked the Syrians on their border 
in the Golan Heights, making sure that every small incident was escalated into something larger.  
This helped them build the case in May 1967 that war with Syria, as well with Egypt, was inevitable. 
 

5. Both Cold War superpowers, the USA and the USSR pursued policies which encouraged war. In May 
1967, the USSR sent false intelligence reports to Egypt warning  that Israel was about to attack Syria. 
In response, Nasser deployed his army to the Egyptian-Israeli border. President Lyndon Johnson, 
although blindsided by the Israeli attack,  refused to rein in Israel because it fitted his own plans to 
expand the US war in Vietnam. By contrast, a decade earlier in 1956, President Eisenhower had 
stopped the Israeli advance. 

1967 Debate: No



Poster	published	by	Irgun,	a	Zionist	paramilitary	group,	in	1947.	

The	=tle	is	taken	from	Genesis	15:18:	“Unto	your	seed	I	have	given	this	land,	
from	the	river	of	Egypt	to	the	great	river,	the	river	Euphrates”	

The	Hebrew	text	at	the	boLom	of	the	poster	reads:	“The	river	Jordan	has	two	
banks:	one	is	ours,	and	so	is	the	other”	and	“Let	my	right	hand	wither	if	I	

forget	he	east	side	of	the	Jordan”.	

Source:	Pales=ne	Poster	Archive
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Resolution 228 (1966) of 25 November 1966

The Security Council,

Having heard the statements of the representatives of Jordan and Israel concerning the grave Israel
military action which took place in the southern Hebron area on 13 November 1966,

Having noted the information provided by the Secretary-General concerning this military action in his
statement of 16 November[1] and also in his report of 18 November 1966,[2]

Observing that this incident constituted a large-scale and carefully planned military action on the territory
of Jordan by the armed forces of Israel,

Reaffirming the previous resolutions of the Security Council condemning past incidents of reprisal in
breach of the General Armistice Agreement between Israel and Jordan[3] and of the United Nations
Charter,

Recalling the repeated resolutions of the Security Council asking for the cessation of violent incidents
across the demarcation line, and not overlooking past incidents of this nature,

Reaffirming the necessity for strict adherence to the General Armistice Agreement,

1. Deplores the loss of life and heavy damage to property resulting from the action of the Government of
Israel on 13 November 1966;

2. Censures Israel for this large-scale military action in violation of the United Nations Charter and of the
General Armistice Agreement between Israel and Jordan;

3. Emphasizes to Israel that actions of military reprisal cannot be tolerated and that, if they are repeated,
the Security Council will have to consider further and more effective steps as envisaged in the Charter to
ensure against the repetition of such acts;

4. Requests the Security-General to keep the situation under review and to report to the Security Council
as appropriate.

Adopted at the 1328th meeting by 14 votes to none, with 1 abstention (New Zealand).

--------------------

1 Ibid., Twenty-first Year, 1320th meeting.

2 Ibid., Twenty-first Year, Supplement for October, November and December 1966, documents S/7593 and
Add.1.

3 Ibid., Fourth Year, Special Supplement, No. 1.
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Israeli soldiers attack on the Jordanian-
controlled Palestinian village Es-Samu, 

13/11/66 

1967 Debate: No

Joshua Hillis
Source: Wikipedia
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