
Catholic sources

Have the ac)ons of the Bri)sh government been the 
root cause of conflict? 

Yes 

• The Bri+sh government created conflict between Catholics and Protestants in the 

north of Ireland through favouring Protestants. The Bri+sh government introduced the 

Protestant-Catholic sectarian divide by encouraging English and ScoCsh Protestants to 

seDle on Irish land in the Planta+ons. The Bri+sh government then passed the penal 

laws which oppressed Catholics and favoured Protestants. The government has 

con+nued to favour the Protestants ever since and so this inequality has been a 

constant cause of conflict. 

• The Bri+sh government has consistently used a classic ‘divide and rule’ strategy in the 

north of Ireland. The Bri+sh government has fostered conflict between Protestants and 

Catholics to protect its own interests. The Par++on of Ireland in 1921 is the paramount 

example of this strategy. The Bri+sh government encouraged the Protestants to 

discriminate against Catholics in the new state of Northern Ireland, in order to keep 

Northern Ireland under Bri+sh control. 

• The Bri+sh government’s incompetent ruling of Ireland caused conflict through 

allowing huge economic inequali+es to develop. During the Famine, 1 million Irish 

perished aRer the Bri+sh government allowed a potato blight to become a tragedy. 

Meanwhile, the Bri+sh government ignored the economic inequali+es being created 

by economic growth for Protestants. It was in the interests of Protestants to fight to 

protect their privileges.  

• The Bri+sh government caused conflict by opposing poli+cal and social reform. Such 

obs+nance in the face of demands for democracy and respect for rights built up into 

frustra+on. In 1916, protestors were forced to use force to achieve their demands. 

Poli+cal frustra+on has oRen erupted into violence. 
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Protestant Sources

Have the ac)ons of the Bri)sh government been the 
root cause of conflict? 

No 
• The Catholics have always insisted on having their own way.  When they were in a 

majority in pre-par<<on Ireland they asserted their rights over the pro-Bri<sh 

Protestant minority and demanded independence. But aAer par<<on the Catholic 

minority living in the Protestant majority Northern Ireland have been unwilling to 

accept majority rule and it was that which started the conflict. 

• Catholics have caused conflict through sectarian hatred of Protestants. Religious 

hatred led to massacres of Protestants during the 17th century. Envious of Protestant 

success in both farming and trade and industry, one of the reasons Catholics 

demanded independence was to seize Protestant land and assets. The Protestant 

popula<on of the south was largely driven out aAer independence whereas the 

catholic popula<on of the North has flourished.  

• Catholics have oAen been quick to use violence to achieve their ends and the Bri<sh 

government has been reluctantly forced to intervene to restore law and order. This 

Catholic use of violence was the root cause of conflict. In the 1640s, 1867, 1916, 

1919-21, and during the Troubles, Catholics sparked conflict by using violence to 

achieve poli<cal goals. And even when they didn’t use violence they kept the threat of 

violence live in the background. 

• Outside actors and enemies of the United Kingdom have encouraged Catholics to use 

violence in order to weaken the United Kingdom. French troops supported the Catholic 

army at the BaYle of the Boyne. American support for radical groups, such as the 

Fenians and the IRA has enabled such radical groups to launch armed uprisings. 

Germany offered weapons to the na<onalists in 1916. Libya supplied the IRA with 

weapons during the Troubles. Foreigners have consistently exploited Irish Catholics to 

aYack the Bri<sh state.
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