
 NAPOLEON
BONAPARTE

WAS NAPOLEON A GREAT LEADER?

YES NO



YES

He was the leader France
needed

Source 1: Map of the wars and conflicts ongoing in
France and neighbouring countries from 1789-99 

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 2: Extract from the Memoirs of Madame de Remusat, 1880

He was the leader France
needed

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



He should be remembered as a
failure

Source 3:  Map of France before, during and after
Napoleon’s rule

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R

NO



NO

Source 4: Extract from “Wars, Blockade, and Economic Change in
Europe, 1792-1815.” by François Crouzet, The Journal of Economic
History, 1964

He should be remembered as a
failure

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

He saved a splintered
France

Source 5: Allégorie du Concordat de 1801 (Allegory of the Concordat 1801),
by Pierre Joseph Célestin François with an extract from Article 6 of the
Concordat

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 6:  Napoleon’s account of the internal situation in France, 1804 (and
why he accepted the role of Emperor) 

He saved a splintered
France

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He was an opportunist who
seized power

Source 7: Satirical cartoon about the coup of 18 Brumaire titled ‘Exit
libertè a la Francois! or Buonaparte closing the farce of Egalité’, 1799

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He was an opportunist who
seized power

Source 8: Extract from the Letters of Napoleon I, 1801-6

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

He was a military genius

Source 9: Map of Napoleon’s battles, showing his victories, defeats
and mixed results

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

He was a military genius

Source 10: Extract from “Napoleon as a Military Commander: the
Limitations of Genius” by Peter J. Dean, 2000  

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He was a clever tactician but
lacked an overall strategy

Source 11: Extract from “Napoleon as a Military Commander: the
Limitations of Genius” by Peter J. Dean, 2000 

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 12: Graph showing Napoleon’s troop losses on the way into
Russia (in red) and while retreating from Russia (in black) during his
Russian campaign of 1812-13

He was a clever tactician but
lacked an overall strategy

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 13: Map showing the expansion of the British Empire during the
Napoleonic Wars with an extract from ‘The Fortunes of Africa’ about the
British slave trade by Martin Meredith, 2014

YES

The British and European
monarchies were the real
aggressors 

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 14: Satirical cartoon of Napoleon, published
in Britain in 1803

The British and European
monarchies were the real
aggressors 

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He was a bad statesman
who failed to secure his
conquests

Source 15: Extract from the article “The End of the Holy Roman Empire”
by R. Cavendish, in History Today, 2006

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 16: ‘The 3rd of May 1808 in Madrid, or “The Executions” by
Spanish painter Francesco Goya.

Painted in 1814 after the restoration of Ferdinand VII, it commemorates
Spanish resistance to Napoleonic tyranny during the French occupation in
the Peninsular War. 

NO

He was a bad statesman
who failed to secure his
conquests

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 17: Extract from the Napoleonic Code, 1804

He was the father of the
modern age

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 18: Extract from ‘We’re still living in the Age of Napoleon’, by
Ishaan Tharoor, Washington Post May 7, 2021

He was the father of the
modern age

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

The French Revolution, not
Napoleon, brought real
change 

Source 19: 

French emigrants
are welcomed
back to France at
the Tuileries
Palace in Paris, a
print published in
‘Bonaparte’, by
Georges
Montorgueil and
illustrated by Job
(pseudonym of
Jacques Marie
Gaston Onfroy de
Breville), 1908

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

The French Revolution, not
Napoleon, brought real
change 

Source 20: Extract from the Napoleonic Code, 1804, which made
women subservient to their husbands, after they had gained more
rights as independent citizens during the French Revolution

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 21: Extract from ‘On the 200th anniversary of
Napoleon’s death, his legacy divides France’ by Rick
Noack, May 5, 2021

He was the Legend:
Napoleon Le Grand 

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 22: 1957 postcard showing the sculpted relief in Napoleon’s tomb
commemorating his creation of the Cours de Comptes, to celebrate the
150-year anniversary of the court

He was the Legend:
Napoleon Le Grand 

Y E S ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He curated the myth of his
own ‘greatness’ 

Source 23: Bonaparte at the Pont d’Arcole by Antoine-Jean Gros,
1796, with commentary from ‘The French Revolution and Napoleon:
A Sourcebook’, by McPhee and Dwyer, 2002

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He curated the myth of his
own ‘greatness’ 

Source 24: Tweet explaining Napoleon’s use of
Classical Roman imagery in his Arc de Triomphe

N O ,  N A P O L E O N  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R


