
CONFLICT IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

 Partition
SHOULD THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BE BLAMED OR PRAISED

FOR THE PARTITION OF IRELAND?



3

The British used Partition
to create a new, artificial
division in Ireland

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 1: Graphic illustrating how Northern Ireland was
carved out to create a Protestant majority
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 2: Extract from ‘Minorities, Partition and the Formation of
Northern Ireland’ by Nadia Dobrianska, 2021

The British used Partition
to create a new, artificial
division in Ireland
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Partition was the only way to
respect the wishes of both
communities

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 3: Results of the 1918 election in Ireland, including
a landslide victory for the nationalist Sinn Fein party in
Catholic areas
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Source 4: The composition of the boundary commission that would set the
border of Northern Ireland, as defined in the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Partition was the only way to
respect the wishes of both
communities

...a Commission consisting of three
persons, one to be appointed by the
Government of the Irish Free State, one to
be appointed by the Government of
Northern Ireland, and one who shall be
Chairman to be appointed by the British
Government shall determine in
accordance with the wishes of the
inhabitants, so far as may be compatible
with economic and geographic conditions
the boundaries between Northern Ireland
and the rest of Ireland
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Partition continued Britain’s
policy of elevating Protestants
over Catholics

Source 5: Extract from ‘The Ulster Volunteer Force in police uniform’
by Seán Bernard Newman, 2021

The stipulation that a professional RIC
constable accompany ‘B’ Class patrols to
maintain discipline was rarely enforced. Led by
their own elected officers, the ‘B’ Class lacked
discipline and, as an exclusively Ulster unionist
paramilitary force, regularly wreaked havoc
and carried out atrocities in the feverishly
sectarian climate of 1920s Northern Ireland.
They proved a potent and effective weapon in
the Ulster Unionist government’s quest to
make the border permanent and to suppress
any nationalist challenge—real or imagined—
from within the state.
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Source 6:  Extract from ‘The Politics of enmity 1789-2006’ by Paul
Bew, 2007

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

The British Government chose
free trade over Irish lives

[The] Sept 1969 Cameron Commission
Report’ on origins of the civil-rights crisis
was strongly critical of Northern Irish
government.’ The conclusions...that
certain at least of the grievances fastened
upon by the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association, in particular those which are
concerned with allocation of houses,
discrimination in local authority
appointments, limitations on local
electoral franchise...were justified...”
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Britain could not abandon
loyal Protestants to hostile
Catholic rule 

Source 7:

Unionist
poster
showing
Unionist
politicians
affirming their
dedication to
the Union,
their
opposition to
Home Rule,
and their
determination
to preserve
Protestants’
liberty, 1912

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 8: The Ulster Covenant signed by over 500,000 Irish
Unionists, rejecting Home Rule in all forms, 1912

Britain could not abandon
loyal Protestants to hostile
Catholic rule 
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Britain caused violence, then
used Partition to excuse itself
of the consequences

Source 9: British Prime Minister David Lloyd George standing over
what appears to be a rather unpleasant 'Home Rule' creation
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 10:

Extract from the
poem ‘Easter,
1916’ by Irish poet
William Butler
Yeats

Britain caused violence, then
used Partition to excuse itself
of the consequences
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Partition prevented further
violent conflict

Source 11: Conflict deaths in the Troubles of 1920-1922 in
Belfast, areas with more than 50 (light red), 100 (medium red),
150 (dark red) deaths per km²
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 12: Birth of the Irish Republic, Walter Paget, depicting the
violence of the Easter Uprising instigated by Republicans in 1916

Partition prevented further
violent conflict
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Supposedly liberal Britain
took away Ireland’s self-
determination via Partition

Source 13:

Military
recruitment
poster used in
Ireland, 1915
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N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Supposedly liberal Britain
took away Ireland’s self-
determination via Partition

Source 14: 

Sinn Fein poster
comparing
Ireland’s
situation to that
of Poland, 1918
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No serious alternatives to
Partition were suggested

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 15: Extract from ‘From Partition to Brexit: The Irish
Government and Northern Ireland’ by Donnacha Ó Beacháin, 2019

...the [Irish] Government’s position was
weakened while the civil war was in
progress for, as Kevin O’Shiel noted, it
could hardly seek to attain more territory
until its jurisdiction was effectively under
control and at peace. The majority of
northern nationalists had supported the
Treaty, and placed all their hopes in the
Free State’s successful handling of the
Boundary Commission...
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Source 16: Distribution of votes cast by Irish TDs in the Dáil that
confirmed the proposals of the Irish Boundary Commission,
December 10th 1925

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

No serious alternatives to
Partition were suggested
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Partition led to the
oppression of Catholics in
Northern Ireland

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Source 17: Mural commemorating the events of Bloody Sunday
1972, when Northern Irish Catholics were shot and beaten by
police during their protest to demand full civil rights, 2014



11

Source 18: British Prime Minister David Cameron’s apology for
Bloody Sunday, 2010

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R P S E C T I V E

Partition led to the
oppression of Catholics in
Northern Ireland

I know that some people wonder whether,
nearly 40 years on from an event, if a prime
minister needs to issue an apology. For
someone of my generation, Bloody Sunday and
the early 1970s are something we feel we have
learnt about rather than lived through. But what
happened should never, ever have happened.
The families of those who died should not have
to live with the pain and the hurt of that day and
with a lifetime of loss. Some members of our
armed forces acted wrongly. The government is
ultimately responsible for the conduct of the
armed forces and for that, on behalf the
government, indeed on behalf of the country; I
am deeply sorry.
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U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Partition was economically
successful

Source 19: Extract from ‘Northern Ireland and the Second World
War’, Dr Senia Paseta. St Hugh’s College, Oxford, 2006 
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Source 20: The HMS Britannic, sister ship of the Titanic, under
construction in the Harland and Wolff shipbuilding yard, Belfast, 1951

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Partition was economically
successful


