
 THE UKRAINE WAR

 Putin’s Propaganda about Ukraine

YES NO

IS PUTIN’S PROPAGANDA ABOUT UKRAINE COMPLETELY FALSE?



YES

Putin does not want Ukraine
to be independent

Source 1: Extract from ‘Russia's Putin opens wallet to Ukraine,
offers $15B in bonds’, Associated Press, published on Canadian
news website CBC.ca, 17th December 2013 

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



YES

Source 2: Podcast by American public broadcasting channel NPR
discussing the aftermath of the Maidan revolution and the downfall of
Yanukovych, 2022

Putin does not want Ukraine
to be independent

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



The West wants to lure Ukraine
away from Russia

Source 3:  Protesters fighting policemen during the Maidan
Revolution, 18 February 2014

N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E

NO



NO

Source 4: Extract from an article published in the American left-wing
political magazine, Jacobin, 7th February 2022

The West wants to lure Ukraine
away from Russia

N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



Putin is just the latest in a
long line of foreign rulers
who want to take Ukraine

Source 5: A political cartoon titled "World Peace in Ukraine" from
1919. It shows Ukrainians surrounded by a Bolshevik (to the north,
man with hat and red star), a Russian White Army soldier (to the
east, with Russian eagle flag), and to the west a Polish soldier, a
Hungarian (in pink uniform) and two Romanian soldiers 

YES

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



YES

Source 6:  Extract from “The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy
and Its Geostrategic Imperatives”, published in 1997 by American
diplomat Zbigniew Brzezinski

Putin is just the latest in a
long line of foreign rulers
who want to take Ukraine

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



NO

The West is expanding its
empire by moving NATO
closer and closer to Russia

Source 7: Map of NATO expansion year by year

N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



NO

The West is expanding its
empire by moving NATO
closer and closer to Russia

Source 8: Comments by American diplomat George Keenan, published in
the New York Times on 5th February 1997 and 2nd May 1998

N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



YES

Ukraine is a united,
liberal, European country

Source 9: Extract from ‘For Russian speakers in Ukraine, a
candidate talking their language’, from French news website
France24, 16 April 2019

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



YES

Ukraine is a united,
liberal, European country

Source 10: Map of the results of the first round of voting in the 2019
presidential election in Ukraine. Areas where Zelenskyy won a majority are
shown in green

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



NO
N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S

N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E

Ukraine is an artificial
creation

Source 11: Map showing the when different parts of modern Ukraine
were added to Ukrainian territory



NO
N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S

N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E

Ukraine is an artificial
creation

Source 12: Map of the 2010 election results in Ukraine that
accompanied an article from National Geographic titled ‘How History,
Geography Help Explain Ukraine's Political Crisis’, 31 January 2014



Ukraine fights because it
suffered under Russian
rule in the USSR
Source 13: Passers-by no longer pay attention to the corpses of
starved peasants on a street in Kharkiv, Ukraine, 1933

YES

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



YES

Source 14: Extracts from ‘Vasyl Stus Persecuted poet’, published in
academic journal Index on Censorship, 1977

Ukraine fights because it
suffered under Russian
rule in the USSR

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



NO
N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S

N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E

Source 15: A statue of the Ukrainian Nazi collaborator
Stepan Bandera, erected in the Western Ukrainian city
of Ternopil in 2008

Ukraine is a fascist state



NO
N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S

N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E

Source 16: Extract from ‘Mapping Militant Organizations. “Azov
Movement.” Stanford University, 2022

Ukraine is a fascist state



YES

Source 17: Extract from ‘Ukrainian and Russian: how similar are
the two languages?’ by Neil Bermel, Professor of Russian and
Slavonic Studies, University of Sheffield, published on the online
academic website The Conversation, 7 March 2022

Ukraine has cultural ties
with all its neighbours, not
just Russia

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



YES

Source 18: Map showing that Ukraine has several minorities in
addition to Russians, taken from a Ukrainian geography textbook

She foresaw global
developments and rewrote
British politics accordingly

P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



NO

Russian and Ukrainian
history is one 

Source 19: Monument to Vladimir the Great, located in Borovitskaya
Square in central Moscow. He was Prince of Novgorod, Grand
Prince of Kiev, and ruler of Kievan Rus' (an early state centred on
Kiev that many Russians see as the first Russian state) from 980 to
1015

N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E



NO

Russian and Ukrainian
history is one 

Source 20: Extract from the diary of Ukrainian scientist Mikhail
Usyk as the Red Army’s liberation of the city of Kharkiv in eastern
Ukraine grew near, 1943

N O ,  P U T I N ’ S  P R O P A G A N D A  I S
N O T  C O M P L E T E L Y  F A L S E


