
CONFLICT OVER
THE UNION IN

SCOTLAND
HAS THE UNION BEEN GOOD OR BAD FOR SCOTLAND?



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Union was a corrupt deal
by desperate Scottish nobles

Source 1: The poem
‘Such A Parcel Of
Rogues In A Nation’ by
Robert Burns, 1791 



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 2: Extract from "How the Act of Union came about
through a corrupt fixed deal in 1706" by Hamish MacPherson,
27 September 2020 

The Union was a corrupt deal
by desperate Scottish nobles



The Union was agreed through a
democratic process

Source 3: List of votes cast by the Scottish Parliament to pass
the Act of Union in 1707. 110 voted in favour and only 67 against

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 4: Map showing how the Commissioner's in the Scottish
Parliament voted on the ratification of the Treaty of Union

The Union was agreed through a
democratic process

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



Scots were uneasy about
the Union from the start

Source 5: Summary of a letter about the Union written by
the Scottish Earl of Mar, 1 May 1707

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

On 1 May 1707, the day the union came
into effect, the Earl of Mar received
news about the mood in Edinburgh and
of comments about those in power
receiving new jobs and titles. He was
told that the bells rang out a solemn
tune in the city that morning. ‘The first
tune of our musick bells this day was
‘Why should I be sad on my wedding
day.’



Source 6: 19th
Century picture
of soldiers firing
on rioters during
the insurrection
against the
Union in
Glasgow in 1706.
From Cassell's
Illustrated History
of England,
volume IV

Scots were uneasy about
the Union from the start

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Union provided political
stability

Source 7: A pamphlet produced by Scottish Protestants outlining their
fear and opposition to Jacobite activity, 2 November 1715



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Union provided political
stability

Source 8: Extract from an anti-Jacobite broadsheet (newspaper) about the
Jacobite plot to assassinate King William III in 1696, noting the role of
Providence (God’s will) in protecting the King



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Union and Empire
brought few economic
benefits to Scotland

Source 9: Quote from Scottish Nationalist Robert Freebairn in 1715 



The Union and Empire
brought few economic
benefits to Scotland

Source 10:

Scottish National
Party (SNP)
poster criticising
Thatcher’s policy
on Scottish oil,
1982

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



Scotland has enjoyed the
influence and status of a
superpower

Source 11: Map of India in 1805 with areas under
the control of the East India Company shaded in
pink. Charles Grant, a Scot, became the chairman
of the East India company in 1805

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 12: Top ten most powerful countries in the world in 2023, selected
by Forbes Magazine India 

Scotland has enjoyed the
influence and status of a
superpower

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



It silenced Scottish
voices in politics

Source 13: Seats in the House of Commons after the 1707 Act of
Union

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



Source 14: Collection of quotes from Scottish political opponents to the
union in 1707

It silenced Scottish
voices in politics

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

“It is much easier to corrupt 45 Scots at London, than
it is to corrupt 300 at Edinburgh.”- Alexander Fletcher
of Saltoun

 “The Parliament of Scotland comes to be totally
annulled, and the Parliament of England to continue
just as it is, and always was, with some very
inconsiderable accession of a few Scotsmen.” Robert
Wylie

“England boldly tells you that you’ve no right to
choose a successor to her present Majesty; nor the
liberty to make good laws for the security of your
most valuable interests.”- William Forbes



Source 15:

Cover of the
pamphlet "Your
Health Service:
How it will work
in Scotland",
1948 outlining
the new
Westminster
funded NHS
system
providing free
healthcare for
Scotland

Westminster has always
treated Scotland favourably 

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 16: Extract from Latest figures detail UK Government’s
record funding of £41 billion a year for the Scottish Government, HM
Treasury, 15 December 2021

Westminster has always
treated Scotland favourably 



Source 17: Extract from an article in the Cork Examiner describing
the conditions faced by people forced to emigrate from the
Highlands, 18 February 1853

Economic alignment with
England caused the
tragedy of the Highland
Clearances

N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 18: The Dress Act 1746, also known as the Disclothing
Act, came into force on 1 August 1746 and made wearing "the
Highland Dress" — including the kilt — by men and boys illegal in
Scotland north of the Highland line. It was seen as an attempt to
erode Highland identity and tradition

Economic alignment with
England caused the
tragedy of the Highland
Clearances



The Union was a lifeline to a
bankrupt country

Source 19: Records of estates held by merchant traders in Glasgow.
These merchants benefitted from the enormous trade network of the
British Empire and made fortunes in silk, tobacco, and cotton

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



The Union was a lifeline to a
bankrupt country

Source 20: Banknote issued by the Royal Bank of
Scotland from its first year in operation. It thrived in the
prosperity of Scotland’s industrial revolution

U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 21: Extract from the Thurrock.gov.uk about Jacobite
prisoners at Tilbury Fort, Thurrock

England provoked the
Jacobites and oppressed
Scots



N A T I O N A L I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

Source 22: Jacobite poster showing the Execution of the Jacobite
Earls of Kilmarnock and Cromarty, and Lord Balmerino, 1746 

England provoked the
Jacobites and oppressed
Scots



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Union protected Scots’
religious freedom 

Source 23: Extract from the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian
Church Act 1707 



U N I O N I S T
P E R S P E C T I V E

The Union protected Scots’
religious freedom 

Source 24: Extract from ‘Scottish Presbyterians and the Act of
Union 1707’ by Jeffrey Stephen, 2007 


