
 ÉAMON DE VALERA

WAS ÉAMON DE VALERA A GREAT LEADER?

YES NO



YES

He dedicated himself to Irish
independence

Source 1: Letter from Patrick Pearse to de Valera confirming his
appointment to command of the 3rd Battalion of the Dublin Brigade,
11 March 1915

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 2: A
comic depicting
de Valera's
welcome to the
USA in 1919.
Published in the
American
Catholic comic
‘Treasure Chest’,
Volume 24 No. 6,
21 November
1968 

He dedicated himself to Irish
independence

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He was ambivalent towards the
Nazis

Source 3: A satirical cartoon by Dr. Seuss about Irish neutrality.
Published in the New York newspaper PM, 18 March 1942

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 4: Extract from "Ireland, the Dominions and the Munich Crisis.",
By Deirdre McMahon, Irish Studies in International Affairs, 1979

He was ambivalent towards the
Nazis

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

He was a masterful
statesman 

Source 5:

Fianna Fáil
election
poster, 1948

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 6: De Valera's response to Winston Churchill's public
criticism of Ireland's policy of neutrality during World War II, broadcast
on 16 May 1945. This speech was very popular in Ireland

He was a masterful
statesman 

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

His economic policies failed

Source 7: Cartoon about emigration from Ireland, published
in the magazine Dublin Opinion, 1956 

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

His economic policies failed

Source 8: Extract from ‘Protection, economic war and structural
change: The 1930s in Ireland’ by J. Neary and C. Grada, Irish
Historical Studies, 1991

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



In the Civil War, he
backed real independence 

Source 9: 

A Sinn Féin
poster
announcing a
demonstratio
n to be held in
Downpatrick
in Northern
Ireland on St
Patrick's Day
1919, at
which de
Valera was to
speak 

YES

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

In the Civil War, he
backed real independence 

Source 10: Extract from an article from the Chicago Tribune, 1 May
1937

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He caused the Irish Civil War
Source 11: This 1922 illustration by Fred Young,
circulated as pro-Treaty propaganda, depicts Ireland
rejecting de Valera and accepting the Treaty as
proposed by Collins. A woman [Erin] is depicted on a
balcony, pouring a jug of water onto a man [Eamon
de Valera]. The text on the jug reads ‘Irish election.’
The caption underneath reads: "Miss Erin (to De
Valera): 'Arrah be off wid yez - it's Michael Collins I'm
after marrying.’" 

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 12: Michael Collins quoted in ‘Michael Collins’ Own Story. Told
to Hayden Talbot. [with a Portrait.]’, 1923 

He caused the Irish Civil War

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



Source 13: Extract from the Irish government’s website
commemorating the 100th anniversary of Dáil Éireann 

YES

He safeguarded Ireland’s
distinctive culture from
British influence

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 14: Poster promoting the Irish language campaign group,
the Gaelic League’s ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ [then spelt
Seachtmhain na Gaeilge] Irish Language Week fundraising efforts,
1913

He safeguarded Ireland’s
distinctive culture from
British influence

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He turned Ireland into a
Catholic theocracy

Source 15: Survivors of Catholic Church-run Magdalene Laundries
and their supporters calling on the Irish government to recognise the
abuse that took place in the laundries and provide help to the
victims, 2015

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

Source 16: A selection of books banned by the Irish government
from 1930s to 1960s

He turned Ireland into a
Catholic theocracy

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 17: Extract from an open letter by the IRA called "Ireland's
Answer", that rejected calls for the IRA to reconcile with the UK
because of the Nazi threat, 25 July 1940 

He kept a new country
together without resorting
to dictatorship 

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



YES

Source 18: Extract from ‘Éamon de Valera and the Survival of
Democracy in Inter-War Ireland’, by Bill Kissane, 2007

He kept a new country
together without resorting
to dictatorship 

Y E S ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He used force against other
Irish Republicans to
maintain his power

Source 19: 

A memorial in
Glasnevin
cemetery in
Dublin for IRA
hunger
strikers. It
includes those
who died
under de
Valera, such
as Tony D’Arcy
and Sean
McNeela in
1940

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R



NO

He used force against other
Irish Republicans to
maintain his power

Source 20: Extract from ‘How De Valera asked UK to
smear IRA chief Sean Russell’, by Mike Thompson, BBC
News, 28 March 2011

N O ,  D E  V A L E R A  W A S
N O T  A  G R E A T  L E A D E R


