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EAMON DE VALERA

WAS EAMON DE VALERA A GREAT LEADER?




PAxalLLEL YES, DE VALERA WAS
H,eTORIES A GREAT LEADER

He dedicated himself to Irish
independence

Source 1: Letter from Patrick Pearse to de Valera confirming his

appointment to command of the 3rd Battalion of the Dublin Brigade,
11 March 1915

[ —_— —

THE
|! GFLAIE na h-dineann, IRISH VOLUNTEERS ; A Chara
| b _::Nll:l.l\ a1 K |1.\L‘;:“;-'\-EI;:';.;"| DUBLIN :

i

nE, s iqie At last night's meeting of the Executive you were
O g, formally appointed Commandant of the 3rd Batt.
v L R 1
R i e il Lo = 3% with Capt Fitzgibbon as Vice Commandant and
a T Gk STedten = V- Seesled Capt Begley as Adjutant. | have mislaid the name
Sk RN . e Of the Quartermaster, but he was also approved

; e S, S5 . v« Of. Could you let me know his name and former
[P '
- SeRa o &F :zt £ ant) rank by return? (to St. Enda's?)

Buiers ool = PSS ™ Can you attend a meeting of the four Battalion
o, AREANE e A wv‘ﬁj Commandants on Saturday evening next after the
sy ST e s AR e officers' lecture? There are several important
s .
e fM mattersthat the Headquarters staff wish to discuss
st L with the Commandants.

Sincerely yours

P.H. Pearse

im0
ing io Ralgere |
WBEieIn meln




YES, DE VALERA WAS

PAralLLEL A GREAT LEADER

Hi€TORIES

He dedicated himself to Irish
independence

Source 2: A
comic depicting
de Valera's
welcome to the
USA in 1919.
Published in the
American
Catholic comic
‘Treasure Chest’,
Volume 24 No. 6,
21 November
1968




PAxalLLEL NO, DE VALERA WAS
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H\CTORIES

He was ambivalent towards the
Nazis

Source 3: A satirical cartoon by Dr. Seuss about Irish neutrality.
Published in the New York newspaper PM, 18 March 1942

Sure an’ one day while you celebrale
05 The wearin" o' the Green,
I'll bring bark snakes lo Ireland
- | .-R

On a Nazi submarine.
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PAxalLLEL NO, DE VALERA WAS
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H\CTORIES

He was ambivalent towards the
Nazis

Source 4: Extract from "Ireland, the Dominions and the Munich Crisis.",
By Deirdre McMahon, Irish Studies in International Affairs, 1979

The tension surrounding Hitler's claim to the German-speaking areas of Czechoslovakia, the Sud-
etenland, had been mounting steadily since the Anschluss in March 1938 and it reached a pitch in
August with the failure of Lord Runciman’s mission amidst renewed rumours of German mobilisation.
De Valera's attitude was made plain early on when he met Sir Thomas Inskip, the British Minister for
the Co-ordination of Defence. ‘He was obviously worried about the possibility of war’, Inskip wrote in
his diary, but the first desire of the Irish Government ‘would be to keep out of it’, a view shared by
several other Dominion leaders. However, the most obvious effect of the crisis on de Valera lay not in
his concern for defence but in his preoccupation with partition and he told an unresponsive Inskip that
‘they had their own Sudetens in Northern [reland’ and that he had sometimes thought ‘of the possib-
ility of going over the boundary and pegging out the territory, just as Hitler was doing, which was occ-
upied by a pnr?ulntiun predominantly in sympathy with Eire and leaving Northern Ireland to deal with
the situation’.=



PArxalLEeL
H,€TORIES

He was a masterful
statesman

Source 5:
w Fianna Fail
election
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PArxalLEeL
H,€TORIES

He was a masterful
statesman

Source 6: De Valera's response to Winston Churchill's public
criticism of Ireland's policy of neutrality during World War Il, broadcast
on 16 May 1945. This speech was very popular in Ireland

The aim of our policy, | said, would to keep our people out of the war...Certain
newspapers have been very persistent in looking for my answer to Mr. Churchill's
recent broadcast. | know the kind of answer | am expected to make...l know the
reply | would have given a quarter of a century ago. But | have deliberately decided
that that is not the reply | shall make tonight. | shall strive not to be guilty of adding
any fuel to the flames of hatred and passion which, if continued to be fed, promise
to burn up whatever is left by the war of decent human feeling in Europe...Mr.
Churchill is proud of Britain's stand alone, after France had fallen and before
America entered the War. Could he not find in his heart the generosity to
acknowledge that there is a small nation that stood alone not for one year or two,
but for several hundred years against aggression...Mr. Churchill is justly proud of
his nation's perseverance against heavy odds. But we in this island are still prouder
of our people's perseverance for freedom through all the centuries



PArxalLEeL
H,€TORIES

His economic policies failed

Source 7: Cartoon about emigration from Ireland, published
in the magazine Dublin Opinion, 1956
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9 ‘Ah, son, son,
for Ireland’s sake,
will you wait at
least until
midnight, so that
we can return
you on the
Census form:’




PArxalLEeL
H,€TORIES

His economic policies failed

Source 8: Extract from ‘Protection, economic war and structural
change: The 1930s in Ireland’ by J. Neary and C. Grada, Irish
Historical Studies, 1991

The highly protectionist measures associated
with de Valera and Lemass — key men of the new régime — sought both to
create jobs quickly and to build more gradually a large indigenous industrial
sector, producing primarily for the home market.

Political controversy complicated matters. De Valera was regarded as a head-
strong fanatic by the British establishment.? His government’s refusal to hand
over to Britain the so-called ‘land annuities’ — a disputed item in the Anglo-
Irish settlement of 1921 — led to an ‘economic war’, in which the British
Treasury sought payment instead through penal ‘emergency’ tariffs on Irish
imports. The Irish imposed their own duties, bounties and licensing restrictions
in turn. The economic war hurt Irish agriculture badly; the prices of fat and
store cattle dropped by almost half between 1932 and mid-1935. Farmers got
some relief through export bounties and the coal-cattle pacts {quota exchanges
of Irish cattle for British coal) of 1935-7, but Anglo-Irish relations were not
normalised again until the finance and trade agreements of the spring of 1938,
and the resolution of the annuities dispute did not mean an end to protection.

Insofar as there is a standard view nowadays of the 1930s, it is that the

economic policies embarked on in 1932 were misguided at best.# The reforms
associated later with T.K. Whitaker (as secretary of the Department of Finance
in the 1950s and 1960s) and Sean Lemass (as taoiseach from 1959 to 1966) are
seen as the victory of common sense over futility...



PAgalLEL YES, DE VALERA WAS
H,eTORIES A GREAT LEADER

In the Civil War, he
backed real independence
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PAgalLEL YES, DE VALERA WAS
HyeTORIES A GREAT LEADER

In the Civil War, he
backed real independence

Source 10: Extract from an article from the Chicago Tribune, 1 May
1937




NO, DE VALERA WAS

PArxalLEeL
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H,€TORIES

He caused the Irish Civil War

Source 11: This 1922 illustration by Fred Young,
circulated as pro-Treaty propaganda, depicts Ireland
rejecting de Valera and accepting the Treaty as
proposed by Collins. A woman [Erin] is depicted on a
balcony, pouring a jug of water onto a man [Eamon
de Valera]. The text on the jug reads ‘Irish election.’
The caption underneath reads: "Miss Erin (to De
Valera): 'Arrah be off wid yez - it's Michael Collins I'm
after marrying.™

THE REJECTED SUITOR.
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Miss Erin (1o De Valera) :t “ Arrah, be off wid yez—it's Michael Colline U'm after marrying.”



PArxalLEeL
H,€TORIES

He caused the Irish Civil War

Source 12: Michael Collins quoted in ‘Michael Collins’ Own Story. Told
to Hayden Talbot. [with a Portrait.]’, 1923

For three hours one night, after the decision had been made to send a
delegation to London, | pleaded with De Valera to leave me at home and
let some other man take my place as a negotiator. But it was no use. My
arguments seemed to fall on deaf ears. | had no choice. | had to go...Of
course we all knew that whatever the outcome of the negotiations we
could never hope to bring back all that Ireland wanted and deserved to
have and we therefore knew that more or less opprobrium would be the
best reward we could hope to win... Whether De Valera underestimated
the advantage of keeping me in the background whether he believed my
presence in the delegation would be of greater value or whether for
motives best not enquired into he wished to include me among the
scapegoats who must inevitably fail to win complete success is of little
importance. The only fact that may appeal to the careful reader as
significant is that before the negotiations began no doubt of de Valera's
sincerity had place in my mind!



YES, DE VALERA WAS

PArxalLEeL
L, eTORIES A GREAT LEADER

He safeguarded Ireland’s
distinctive culture from
British influence

Source 13: Extract from the Irish government’s website
commemorating the 100th anniversary of Dail Eireann

| 0‘1‘1 Dail100

4 Eireann

The Irish Language in the

Oireachtas

Liam O Rinn’s successor, Tomas Page, continued the work of developing the
official written version of the language and in 1945 the then Taociseach, Eamen de
Valera, asked Rannég an Aistridchdin to update and simplify the official spelling
of the language. This resulted in the publication of Litrit na Gaeilge: lamhleabhar
an chaighdedin oifigitil the same year. In 1957, Chief Translator, Séamas Daltan,
was asked by An Taoiseach de Valera to provide a guide on the official grammar
of the language. As a result, Gramadach na Gaeilge agus Litrid na Gaeilge - An
Caighdean Oifigitil was published in 1958.



PArxalLEeL
H,€TORIES

He safeguarded Ireland’s
distinctive culture from
British influence

Source 14: Poster promoting the Irish language campaign group,
the Gaelic League’s ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ [then spelt
Seachtmhain na Gaeilge] Irish Language Week fundraising efforts,
1913

N SIDE ARE *ﬂl.l ?
- LANGUAGE COLLECTION NOW ON.



NO, DE VALERA WAS

PArxalLEeL
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H,€TORIES

He turned Ireland into a
Catholic theocracy

Source 15: Survivors of Catholic Church-run Magdalene Laundries
and their supporters calling on the Irish government to recognise the
abuse that took place in the laundries and provide help to the
victims, 2015
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NO, DE VALERA WAS

PArxalLEeL
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H,€TORIES

He turned Ireland into a
Catholic theocracy

Source 16: A selection of books banned by the Irish government
from 1930s to 1960s
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YES, DE VALERA WAS

A —
PAraLLEL A GREAT LEADER

H€TORIES

He kept a new country
together without resorting
to dictatorship

Source 17: Extract from an open letter by the IRA called "Ireland's
Answer", that rejected calls for the IRA to reconcile with the UK
because of the Nazi threat, 25 July 1940

GERMANY . AND IRELAND.

“ The Third Reich, as the ‘guardian and ‘ener-
gising force of European policy is inevitably in-
terested-:-_,_;ln the continuity of these principles of
national freedom enunciated in the past by Ger-
many and the other Great European K Powers and
if, in the prosecution of .the present war, Ger-
man forces should land in Ireland. they will land.
as they did in 1916, as friends and liberators
of the Irish people. -



PAgalLEL YES, DE VALERA WAS
H,CTORIES A GREAT LEADER

He kept a new country
together without resorting
to dictatorship

Source 18: Extract from ‘Eamon de Valera and the Survival of
Democracy in Inter-War Ireland’, by Bill Kissane, 2007

By 1939 Eire was the only successor state created after the end of the first
world war to have retained a democratic form of government. Born into civil
war in 1922, it saw repeated bouts of crisis and instability; the emergence of
radical groups on the left and right in the 1930s; and the subsidence of politi-
cal unrest late in thar decade. In 1937 a new constitution was introduced,
which retained a parliamentary form of government, and represented a unique
amalgam of Catholic, liberal, and republican principles of government.
Despite its flaws, the constitution has survived two reviews and is now one of
the oldest of Europe’s constitutions. Yet nowhere is the ambiguity of Ireland’s
democratic achievement better exemplified than in the person of Eamon de
Valéra, author of the constitution, but symbol of the intensely conservarive
society he presided over for so long. The constitution itself, while testimony to
the resilience of Irish democratic values, 1s subject to frequent criticism by
virtue of its nationalist, Catholic — some would say, its authoritarian fea-
tures.' Nevertheless, the constitution was a product of its time, and was one
man’s response to the instability that affected independent Ireland in the inter-
war era. Moreover, since that instability was part of a European crisis, the
constitution is also a statement of how societies can withstand periods of tur-
bulence and disorder, while remaining ostensibly true to democratic ideals.
That something was lost in this process is undeniable, but the longevity of de
Valéra’s constitution and the long period of political stability it introduced
suggest a wider significance in the annals of contemporary European history,



NO, DE VALERA WAS

PArxalLEeL
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H,€TORIES

He used force against other
Irish Republicans to
maintain his power

Source 19:

A memorial in
Glasnevin
cemetery in
Dublin for IRA
hunger
strikers. It
includes those
who died
under de

- Valera, such
as Tony D’Arcy
and Sean
McNeela in
1940




NO, DE VALERA WAS

PArxalLEeL
NOT A GREAT LEADER
H,€TORIES

He used force against other
Irish Republicans to
maintain his power

Source 20: Extract from ‘How De Valera asked UK to
smear IRA chief Sean Russell’, by Mike Thompson, BBC
News, 28 March 2011

Newly released documents suggest that the man who helped secure an
independent Ireland, Eamon de Valera, covertly co-operated with Britain to
crush the IRA.

The papers reveal that De Valera, whose entire cabinet in the late 1930s were
former IRA members, asked London to help smear the organisation’s chief of
staff as a communist agent.

Tensions came to a head when the IRA began bombing Britain in early 1939.

Under what was called the Sabotage or 5-Plan, British cities including London,
Manchester, Birmingham and Coventry were targeted by IRA explosive teams.

In one attack on Coventry five people died and 70 more were injured.



