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THE US CIVIL WAR



Don’t shy away from competing narratives - seek them out, lay them side by side, challenge yourself to
study both, and form your own judgement. Parallel Histories offers a new way to study the history of
conflict - history which is still contested, controversial and relevant. Our teaching methodology
challenges students to understand both sides, examine the source evidence and debate alternative
interpretations before coming to their own view.   

In this e-book you will find:  

Video narrations          and transcripts            of the competing histories  

20 pieces of source evidence - to make a source full screen and for the full version of a text, tap  

Questions about the source evidence for use in class

Suggestions for further reading 

PDF packs of the sources

Guidelines on setting up debates in class

If you have any comment or questions please contact us at:
michael@parallelhistories.org.uk

HOW DO YOU GO ABOUT STUDYING
A DISPUTED HISTORY?
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On June 19, 1865, two months after the surrender of Confederate forces at Appomattox,the final order of
emancipation informed the people of Texas that all enslaved people were free, marking the end of slavery the
United States.  Though the Union victory at the end of the American Civil War gave legal freedom to over 4
million formerly enslaved African Americans, the true extent of freedom African Americans experienced is a topic
of debate. 
On one side, people sustain that legal emancipation, rights granted to African Americans and subsequent
progress made by African Americans is evidence that freedom was attained. However, others argue that legal
decisions, social limitations and the subsequent inequality that African Americans faced is evidence that the Civil
War did not result in freedom for African Americans.
Did the Civil War result in freedom for African-Americans? To develop your own view you will need to assess the
different outcomes and legal decisions that impacted African-Americans following the Civil War. 

DID THE U.S. CIVIL WAR RESULT IN
FREEDOM FOR AFRICAN-AMERICANS?

YES, THE US CIVIL WAR RESULTED IN
FREEDOMS FOR AFRICAN-AMERICANS

Before the War, northern Abolitionists called slavery
evil 

The Emancipation Proclamation freed African-
Americans from slavery

Reconstruction in the South produced new
opportunities and rights

Reconstruction in the South produced new
opportunities and rights (coninued)

Emancipation and Reconstruction produced real
freedoms for African-Americans

CHAPTERS

NO, THE US CIVIL WAR DID NOT RESULT IN
FREEDOMS FOR AFRICAN-AMERICANS

Before the War, southerners saw societal positives
in slavery

The Emancipation Proclamation didn’t result in
immediate freedoms

Reconstruction in the South was ineffective and
was resisted

Reconstruction in the South was ineffective and
was resisted (continued)

Emancipation and Reconstruction changed little for
African-Americans in the South
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Y e s  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n
f r e e d o m

Before the War, northern
Abolitionists called slavery
evil
By the time of the outbreak of the Civil War, abolitionists--especially in the northern states
of the United States--had made clear that slavery was incompatible with our nation’s
democratic ideals. While few had advocated for violence to achieve those goals, the war
seemed to present a perfect opportunity to wipe out the “peculiar institution”.

Source 2: No Compromise with the Evil of Slavery” is a
speech given by William Lloyd Garrison in 1854.

Source 1: Frederick Douglass’s Speech on John Brown at Joy
Street Baptist Church, Boston, December 3, 1860

We have seen, for the last sixty years …
resistance to slavery in the U.S. As early as the
beginning of the U. S. …there were abolition
societies … These societies appealed to the
sense of justice, appealed to humanity, on
behalf of the slave… I want the slaveholders to
be made uncomfortable. Every slave that
escapes helps to add to their discomfort. I
rejoice in every uprising at the South…
Slaveholders sleep more uneasily than they
used to…This element will play its part in the
abolition of slavery.

I am a believer in that portion of the Declaration
of American Independence … “that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” Hence, I am an abolitionist. …The
abolitionism which I advocate is as absolute as
the law of God… It admits of no compromise.
Every slave is a stolen man; every slaveholder is
a man stealer...

YES

ACTIVITY
Study Source 1 and 2
How could these sources be used as evidence to suggest that freedoms for African-Americans was a goal prior to the
Civil War?
Explain the historical situation regarding ideas about slavery that would have influenced the authors of these
sources in the 1850s.
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ACTIVITY
Study Source 3 and 4
How could these sources be used as evidence to suggest that freedoms for African-Americans was resisted prior
to the Civil War?
Explain three reasons why some people in the south resisted freedom for enslaved persons.

Before the War, southerners
saw societal positives in
slavery
Apologists for the system of slavery had, by the outbreak of the civil war, variously
described it as either a “necessary evil” and even a “positive social good.” In either case,
the institution was seen as critical to the social and economic wellbeing of the South and it
was clear from the first rumblings of war that many Southerners would fight to preserve it.

A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E

NO

Source 4: Mud Sill speech given by James Hammond in
1858.

Source 3:  ‘Slavery; a positive good.’ Speech given by John
C. Calhoun in 1837.

Abolition and the Union cannot coexist. …We
of the South will not, cannot, surrender our
institutions. To maintain the existing relations
between the two races… is indispensable to
the peace and happiness of both. It cannot be
subverted without drenching the country in
blood… Be it good or bad, slavery has grown
up with our society and institutions, and is so
interwoven with them that to destroy it would
be to destroy us as a people.

…In all social systems there must be a class
to do the menial duties… a class requiring but
a low order of intellect and but little skill…
Such a class you must have, or you would not
have that other class which leads progress,
civilization, and refinement…Fortunately for
the South, she found a race adapted to that
purpose to her hand. A race inferior to her
own, but eminently qualified in temper, in
vigor, in docility… to answer all her purposes.
We use them for our purpose, and call them
slaves.
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YES

Click to enlarge

The Emancipation
Proclamation freed African-
Americans from slavery
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was proclaimed as a moral victory for
the Union and the achievement of the dreams of millions of enslaved African-
Americans.In fact, Lincoln’s commitment to this principle paved the way for the end to
slavery following the defeat of the Confederacy.

E U R O P E A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E

ACTIVITY
Study Source 5 and 6
Which source could be most persuasively used as evidence for the claim that Emancipation resulted in freedoms for
African-Americans?
Consider both the origin of the sources and the information you can safely draw from them when framing your
answer. 

Source 6: Proportion of freemen and slaves among American
Negroes. - created by W.E.B. Du Bois and team for the 1900
Paris Exposition.

Source 5: “Emancipation: The Past and the Future” Harper’s
Weekly, Thomas Nast, January 24, 1863. 
Emancipation print contrasting African American life during and
after slavery. Central scene contrasts the comfortable life of free
African-Americans with the brutal existence of those enslaved.

Click to enlarge

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.33913/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.33913/
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ACTIVITY
Study Source 7
What can be inferred from the sources in relation to ongoing challenges for African-Americans after Emancipation?
Which of these sources are most convincing as evidence for the challenges faced by African-AMericans? Explain with
reference to the source.
Study Source 8
What evidence can be drawn from the sources regarding the occupations of African-Americans at the end of the 1800s?
How could the source be used to introduce a nuanced view of differences among African-Americans and their occupations at
the end of the 1800s?

The Emancipation
Proclamation didn’t result in
immediate freedoms
Although the southerners were outraged by President Lincoln’s decision to issue the
Emancipation Proclamation, the reality was that it actually freed almost no enslaved
people at all (except those who freed themselves by escaping to Union positions).
Formal freedom would only come at the conclusion of the war, but even that legal
freedom was often an illusion. 

A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N
N A R R A T I V E

Source 8: Occupations in Philadelphia’s Seventh
Ward, W.E.B Du Bois in the Philadelphia Negro, 1899 

Source 7: “Slavery is Dead?” Harper’s Weekly, Thomas Nast,
January 12, 1867.
An enslaved man being sold as punishment for crime,  and an
African-American man being whipped as punishment for crime in
1866
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http://blackfreedom.proquest.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/booker12.pdf
http://blackfreedom.proquest.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/booker12.pdf






https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P4625
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Hampton_Roads_3g01752u.jpg
https://transcription.si.edu/project/12926
https://www.chicagoreviewpress.com/
https://mronline.org/2021/10/22/speech-frederick-douglass-on-john-brown-1860/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/1854-william-lloyd-garrison-no-compromise-evil-slavery/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/1854-william-lloyd-garrison-no-compromise-evil-slavery/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Du%20Bois%2C%20W.%20E.%20B.%20%28William%20Edward%20Burghardt%29%2C%201868-1963


https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3c08003/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Du%20Bois%2C%20W.%20E.%20B.%20%28William%20Edward%20Burghardt%29%2C%201868-1963
https://exhibits.stanford.edu/dataviz/feature/slavery-to-segregation
https://exhibits.stanford.edu/dataviz/feature/slavery-to-segregation
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.fiskuniversityna00meri/?sp=13&st=image&r=-1.646,-0.109,4.292,1.67,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.fiskuniversityna00meri/?sp=13&st=image&r=-1.646,-0.109,4.292,1.67,0


http://blackfreedom.proquest.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/booker12.pdf
http://blackfreedom.proquest.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/booker12.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/plessy-v-ferguson#:~:text=Ferguson%2C%20Judgement%2C%20Decided%20May%2018,the%20white%20and%20colored%20races.%22

